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TYPES OF VIOLENCE

1. Personal and Domestic

2. Group and society
= Hostility between powerless groups
= Oppression of minorities
= Oppressed group fights back against majority

3. Nation state and international
= Religious War
= Religiously sanctioned nation-to-nation conflict
= Religiously sanctioned ethnic conflict
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TERRORISM SINCE 9/11

Numbers

= 2,400 Macro Attacks
= 37,000 Killed

= 70,000 Injured

Descriptions
= 60% in Afghanistan and Iraq
= Past Groups No Longer Active

= Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA), Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
Abu Nidal Organization (ANO), and the Japanese Red Army

= Most Active Present Group
= Salafi-Jihadi (most dominant group Al-Quaeda)

92% of attacks are “linked to religious terrorist organizations
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THE ASSOCIATION OF
RELIGION AND VIOLENCE?

Two in three Americans think that religion plays a role in war and conflict up
to “at least a fair amount.”

-Pew Research Center 2005
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RENE GIRARD

A PSYCHOLOGICAL THEORY OF WHY
RELIGION IS INHERENTLY VIOLENT

Mimesis: the ground of culture

Mimetic rivalry
=Resentment and revenge
=From the desirable object to winning the war

Mimetic crisis and the scapegoat

The ritualization of the scapegoat: legitimized
violence

The exposure of the scapegoat mechanism
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TONY BLAIR
RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM IS NOT AUTHENTIC
RELIGION

“Authentic voices of religion should be
heard above the shouts of religious
extremism”

-Former UK Prime Minister Tony Blair
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WUTHNOW’S SURVEY SHOWS MORE
EXCLUSIVISTS THAN OTHER GROUPS

31% : “Spiritual Shoppers” (do not privilege
Christianity)

23%: Inclusivists (privilege Christianity but
also believe that other religions are true)

34% Exclusivists (privilege Christianity: only it
is ultimately true)

11% Uncommitted (neither privilege diversity or
believe other major religions are true)
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THE MOST VIOLENT AND
PROLONGED CONFLICTS INVOLVE

CIVILIZATIONS

“Differences do not necessarily mean
conflict, and conflict does not necessarily
mean violence. Over the centuries,
however, differences among civilizations
have generated the most prolonged and
the most violent conflicts.”

-Huntington
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SOME RELIGIONS
ARE INHERENTLY VIOLENCE

ETHNIC RELIGIOUS NATIONALISM
USES RELIGION FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES.
MAKES RELIGION POLITICAL.
AGAINST THOSE OPPRESSING THE GROUP.

IDEOLOGICAL NATIONALISM

MAKES POLITICS RELIGIOUS.

AGAINST EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT SHARE ITS
BELIEF SYSTEM.
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SAMUEL HUNTINGTON
POLITICAL THEORY OF WHY RELIGION ARE
DISPOSED TO VIOLENCE

In the Post-Cold War era, the primary conflicts will be between
“civilizations,” not nation-states or ideologies.

Civilizations are the most general groupings of persons in the human race
defined by “values, norms, institutions, and modes of thinking.”
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SUMMARY OF THEORIES

Type of
Theory of

Inherent
Violence

All religions

Some
religions

“False”
Religions

Perspective

*Atheism
*Psychology &
*Literary Studies
*Political Science

*Religious Studies

*Sociology & Global
Studies
*Comparative
Religions

Literary
Naive or Promotional

Theory
Reviewed

*Dawkins, Harris
*Girard

*Huntington

*Wellman &
Tokuno
*Juergensmeyer

*Eck

Karen Armstrong
Tony Blair

Some religious
leaders
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CASE STUDY: MUSLIM MADRASSAS

International Center for Religion and Diplomacy (ICRD) has
worked with 2700 religious leaders and 1600 madrasas.

Workshop model to expand the curriculum of Quranic
schools
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NOT DENYING BUT USING RELIGION

Appleby and others promote a new kind of
peacemaking “on the ground”

Rabbi Marc Gopin is developing a model of
honoring religion and using local religious
traditions as tools for peace and reconciliation

This is a way of testing the approach.

-Rabbi Marc Gopin, Director of the Center on Religion, Diplomacy,
and Conflict Resolution (CRDC), George Mason University
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COMPARISON OF CONDITIONS FOR
VIOLENCE

Appleby Categories of
Conditions

Weak or unresponsive Political discrimination  Political

political institutions Repression Sociological

Poor or structurally Economic Economic

unjust economy discrimination

Religious Cultural discrimination  Religious

discrimination Psychological
Sociological
Political

A sense of a broken Political Political

social contract and demonstrations Education

demand for justice Desire for autonomy

Rebellion
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FINDINGS OF FOX'S EMPIRICAL
RESEARCH

Religious violence has increased since 1980.

By itself religion is not a major factor in ethnic conflict. It can
be a catalyst for violence.

3. Religion is one of a multiple set of factors that engender
violence.

4. The primary cause of ethnic violence is the struggle for a
separate, independent nation-state.

5. Religion increases the chances that an ethnic group that
aspires to independence will resort to violent revolution.

6. Some religions are more involved in religious violence than
others.

7. Most incidents of religious violence are between groups within
the same religion (“Inter-religious”), but there is no ditference
in the level of violence between inter-religious and intra-
religious conflict
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DATASETS THAT FOX USES

Dataset Years Description of
Groups

Minorities at 1945-2005 Respond to ggc‘eﬂf’;r'lg‘ec?:;g?a'
Risk discrimination by management: University
(MAR) political action ~ of Maryland
State Failure 1955-2207 Ethnic wars, ?0"&0;' lnstas';:ilri]ty |
H asl orce, School
(SF) revolution wars, ~ J#3 e oo
and wars with George Mason
genocide University
Religion and 199-2002 Government Religion and State
State involvement in Project: Bar llan
religion: state University, Ramat
endorsements, Gan, Israel
restrictions,

discrimination,
legislation
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EMPIRICAL RESEARCH
JONATHAN FOX

Data sets (see next slide)

Increasing religious violence

= 1970 (Iran Revolution)>1991-92 equal number of secular and
religious conflicts> 2001 secular conflicts drop while religious
continues to rise

Ethnic conflict: religion not “in itself” as cause

= Religion intensifies conflict by 67%
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FACTORS THAT CAN BREED VIOLENCE
A “MULTIPLE CONDITIONS” APPROACH

Ineffective or inaccessible political institutions,
Deteriorating or structurally unfair economy,
Discrimination on the basis of religion

Sense of a broken “social contract” and public
demand for justice.

-Scott Appleby, Professor of History and Director of the Joan B. Kroc
Institute for International Peace Studies, University of Notre Dame
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MOST REJECT THE CLASH OF
CIVILIZATIONS THEORY

Percent of Americans who say that “terrorist attacks represent a major
conflict with Islam:

= 2001: 28%
= 2002: 35%
= 2005: 29%

= Pew Research Center 2005
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IF ONLY SOME RELIGIONS ARE VIOLENT...

What makes the difference?

Why do some groups who have a religious/ethnic identity
exist peacefully with others (even if persecuted)?

Why do others turn to violence?

What are the causes and motivations and causes that turn
them to violence?
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SUMMARY

None of the three sets of theories about the inherent violent
nature of religion seem very reasonable, appealing, or
effective in bringing peace

Religions have the potential to cause, sponsor, or authorize
violence. But they do so only under certain conditions
and in certain circumstances.

Religions also have the potential to be instruments of peace
and reconciliation
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CASE #1

Identification of love and harmony as the basis of both
Christianity and Islam

In response to the Pope’s remark about the Islamic prophet Muhammad

Muslim leaders: Open Letter to the Pope

Muslim clerics: “A Common Word Between Us and You”

Response from Christian leaders

Ongoing discussions
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THEORIES OF WHY RELIGIONS
GET INVOLVED IN VIOLENCE

1. All religions are inherently
violent

2. Only some religions are
inherently violent

3. Only “false religion” is
“Involvement means that

religions “cause.” inherently violent

sponsor, authorize 4. Religions get involved in
and/or otherwise make - -
overt aggression violence under certain

legitimate. conditions and/or in




