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Sample Questions: Eschatology

+ What is the final state of myself and/or all
reality in which is realized
— Destiny
— Meaning (significance)
— Justice (of judgment)?
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Sample Questions: Morality

« A religious way of putting the question:
given my belief in the sacred __ X what
are my “obligations” to this sense of the
sacred?

— X = God, a Higher Power, “Higher
Consciousness,” Source of Reality, Absolute,

Principle of Unity or Oneness, “Suchness”
(that things are as they are), etc.
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Sample Ultimate Questions:
Cosmogony

* Why does anything exist at all?

* What is the (fundamental) nature) of what
exists?

» What is the proper relationship (order) of
everything that exists to everything else?
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Sample Ultimate Questions: Deity

* Deity:
— Nicolai & Gilkey: What is the foundation for
the fundamental order of the universe?

— C.S. Lewis: How can one who feels
fundamentally separated from the ground and

basis of one’s existence (and reality as a e
whole) find a means to know and become | :V,
united with this ground?

—Freud: How can | fulfill my infantile wishes for
a perfectly loving and accepting parent ? Eg
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How Do You Find the Question?

» Turn belief statements (“truth-claims) into
questions using What? Why? Or How?

» Try to get down to the basic “concern” of
these questions

» Probe into how and why people are asking
that question (analyze human experience
and its needs and problems)

+ Tell how the question comes up In human
experience (
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Then Find the Universal and
Ultimate “Concern”

 WHAT is the source of all reality?

+ WHY do people believe in “God”
(assuming that they do believe in “God”)

+ HOW is God known? (assuming that they
do “know” God?

* Let’s get at the “concern” of humans

—Why do people ask these questions?

» How does the question arise in human
experience?
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The Method of This Approach: Turn the

Statements Into Questions

. Beliefs are “truth-claims” such as...
1. God is the source of all reality

2. God is an imaginary “wish-fulfiller”

3. God is a means of keeping control of the masses through promise
and threat

4. God is known by experience, revelation, or reflection
*  Turn these claims into the quesitons using What?
Why? Or How?

—  What is the source of all reality?

—  What is an imaginary “wish-fulfiller?
«  Better: why do people believe in God?

—  What is the means of keeping control of the masses?

— What God is know by experience, revelation or reflection?
+«  How is God known?
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Some Questions Are Expressions
of the Seven Ultimate Questions

1.
2.

3.

o

What did you have for breakfast?

Why is there so much undeserved suffering
in the world? (The Q of suffering/evil)

Will | have a satisfying career?

Do human beings really have a choice abouf
the final outcome of their lives (their fortune
and fate) (The Q of destiny)

Did God say, “Do not eat from that tree?”

Is there a Creator and what is that Creator’s
will for the creation? (The Q of deity) &%«
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What We Are Looking For so“ %y 5
In Analyzing Religious Beliefs T ﬂ

0\»

* If religious belief answers universal and ultimate
questions, then we can reconstruct those
questions from the answers

* The type of questions we are looking for are:

— Universal: they apply to all human beings
everywhere

— Ultimate: they are the final and basic questions of all
human beings

— Concerns: the questions are about basic concerns
that all human beings have
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The Proposal of Seven
Universal/Ultimate Questions

* Religious beliefs answer the question having to
do with--

1.
. Cosmogony (the origin and order of the world)

N oo hrowN

Deity [divine being(s)]

Human Nature and Its Flaws (sin and sacrilege)

Salvation (the redemption and liberation of human
nature )

Suffering (the origin and nature of suffering and evil)

Ethics (the basis and nature of what right/wrong,
good/bad, just/unjust)

Eschatology (the final destiny of the cosmos and of
human beings H2 ® <

T
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How Can Beliefs Be Understood

+ Religious beliefs are bewildering because
they are so numerous, different, intangible.

» One way to understand religious beliefs is
to study them within their own systems of

thought.

» Another way is to categorize them
according to the ultimate and universal
questions that they answer a® o

& )
e
1 14
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"™ Beliefs and the Questions |
They Answer

Including: How to Find the Ultimate
Question Behind the Answers

of Religious Beliefs

N
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The Missing Factor That Makes
Religious Beliefs Different

Religious beliefs are more than opinions without
sufficient evidence

Religious beliefs change the way believers live.
— The meaning is in the living.

The study of religious belief is important because
beliefs...

— Determine the worldview of believers
— Motivate and shape the behavior of believers

Understanding worldviews, motivations, and influences
leads to toleration and cooperation.
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Factors That Might Influence
Paranormal Beliefs

» Possible factors:

— Susceptibility to believing in things without evidence
(because of religious training, participation, etc.)

— Gender

— Race

— Age

— Education

— Religious Teachings of One’s Religious Group

— Degree of Attendance and Participation in Specific
Religious Activities
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Case Study

» Does acceptance of supernatural beliefs
foster or inhibit belief in the paranormal?
— Option A: supernatural believers less likely
— Option B: supernatural believers more likely

— Option C: depends on factors such as church
attendance and affiliation
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The Problem Focused

Religious beliefs of Americans cannot be understood according to
the categories of:

— Religious affiliation
— “Traditional” vs. Paranormal beliefs
Two aspects of the problem of understanding religious beliefs

— What are religious beliefs? (The nature of religious beliefs as
opposed to unfounded opinions)?

— Why do believers choose the beliefs they hold (How beliefs are
justified)

These come together in the question of how scholars can distinguish
traditional religious from paranormal beliefs.
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Religious Beliefs Persist

* Americans report high percentages of religious beliefs since
1957 with some decreasing and other increasing.

— Believers in God have decreased from 98% to 91% of the
American population

— Believers in heaven decreased from 89.5% in 1994 to 81%
in 2007

— Believers in hell decreased from 73% in 1994 to 69% in
2007

— Believers in angels increased from 61% in 1957 to 75% in
2007

— Believers in the devil have increased from 61% in 1957 to
70% in 2007
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Comparisons
America, Canada, Great Britain
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Exploration into
the Variety of Beliefs

» Belief in God
» Belief in supernatural realities
— The Devil
— Angels
— Heaven
— Hell
— Demon Possession
» Comparisons
— Since 1957
— Americans to Canadians and British
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Common Distinctions

* The Protestant Reformation introduced a
distinction between:

— Belief: acceptance of a truth claim without
support from the senses or logical reason.

— Faith: personal trust in someone worthy of it.

» Neither meets the test of certain (reliable)
knowledge.

— In fact, faith entails risk—and therefore is in

tension with doubt. 5 ﬂ
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The Initial Problem

» The initial problem of the Chapter 3 is not that religious
beliefs cannot be proven true (or false).

* The problem is that IF beliefs are unproven opinions,
they are meaningless (to anyone but “insiders.”)
— Believers can believe anything and everything.
— Beliefs are “contradictory, fantastic, and
unfathomable,” that is “unintelligible.”

» “Outsides” cannot underhand or evaluate beliefs in any
reasonable way. [

k-
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Beliefs Cannot Be Proven

Beliefs are opinions that we cannot prove is a popular
understanding of religious beliefs.

In that case, according to W.C. Clifford they are wrong.

— “Itis wrong to in all cases to believe on insufficient evidence.” -
William C. Clifford.

— Note: “evidence “in this case means what is known through the
senses or self-evident logic.

Religious beliefs deal with realities and states of mind that
transcend ordinary sense experience and reason.

— Therefore there is no reliable evidence from ordinary sense
experience or reason for them.

— Note: miracles do not count—see the textbook.
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The Nature of Religious Beliefs:

The Problem

A Case Study on the Difference
Between Traditional and Paranormal Beliefs
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Evaluation of the Attempt
to Justify Religious Belief

“To verify” is to prove to be true by evidence.

If a religious belief is proven to be true by sensory
evidence, then it is no longer a religious belief.

Therefore by definition religious beliefs cannot be reliably
verified by the sensory experience (although they might
be supported by such evidence).

For Wittgenstein and many others, religious beliefs are
“circular.”

— Beliefs have meaning and validation only by their use
within the “language game” or “meaning system.”
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Two Poles of Justification of Belief

* Fideism -----------mmmmmmmmm - Evidentialism

* Neither can give a reasonable justification of
belief (why believers choose the beliefs they
hold).

* In between these poles are religious authority
and religious experience.

)
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Evidentialism

» Foundationalism: beliefs must be founded
on ideas that are certain.

» Evidentialism: sufficient evidence is the
only warrant for belief; that is, beliefs must
be founded on evidence.
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Definition of Terms
of Religious Institutions

Belief: the acceptance of a truth claim that is not verifiable by
evidence of the senses.

Faith: a trust or confidence in something or someone that one
deems worthy of such an attitude.

Doctrine: the whole of official teachings endorsed by an official
authority.

Dogma: teachings that are considered unerring and binding on all
believers of a religious group.

Heresy: teachings or practices that religious authorities believe
undermine unity or mislead the faithful.

Magisterium: Catholic bishops headed by the Pope that guard the
truth of Catholicism.

Ulama: the body of scholars and teachers of Islam.
Sampradayas: teaching traditions of Hindu gurus.

Presbytery: councils of elders of the Presbyterian Protestantism who
elect “teaching elders”.
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The Making of Official Belief

1. Reception of the revelation or enlightenment

2. Acceptance of the message as inspired or
enlightened

3. Transmission of the message
4. Authorization of the transmission

5. Development of “schools” of interpretation

» The process requires a “believing community that
receives the message/teaching.
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Fideism

Fideism: the rejection of any tests of belief other than
belief itself.

The criterion of “sincere” belief.
The priority of belief over reason.

Reasonable fideism

— Clifford: “It is wrong to believe in something without
sufficient evidence.”

— Evans: “It is reasonable to believe that human reason
has limits.”
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How Religious Believers Go About
Choosing Beliefs and Justifying Their Choices

1. Appeal to Sincerity: fideism
1. Based on the premise that sincerely held belief is self-
justifying.
2. Appeal to Authority:
1. Revelation
2. Enlightenment
3. Authority given to supernatural truths

Based on the premise that transcendent knowledge can be
received from divine sources or discovered by higher

consciousness.

3. Experience:
Based on the premise that what one experiences is true and
real and therefore establishes and confirms what one

knows.
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Conclusion

» Once one grasps the method of finding the
hidden questions behind the answers of
religious belief...

— One has a useful tool for understanding
beliefs from many different kinds of religion
and religious beliefs.

-
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The Benefits of This Method

* The discovery and formulation of the "‘X:X:)
universal/ultimate questions that religion @
answers enables us:

— To know and analyze our human “condition” (the
plight of all human beings)

— To see the unity of the human race not so much in
religious beliefs but in the questions that religious
beliefs address.

— To categorize religious beliefs across the lines of the
different religions

— To evaluate religious beliefs in how they address the
universal/ultimate questions of human life
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The Advantage of Finding the
Underlying Questions

» Studying beliefs within their systems of thought
limits us to the boundaries of that thought

» Studying beliefs according to the questions they
answer enables us

— To categorize multiple and varied beliefs in
understandable sets

— To compare/contrast beliefs within those sets

— To evaluate the “adequacy” of the answers of belief to
the ultimate questions that everyone asks
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79? Questions of Your Question

?

» In what situations might a person step back to reflect on your

question?
— E.g. persons might ask the question of “God” when they
+ Need something to trust beyond human persons

« Feel insecure and see that other religious people have a security they want
« Are overcome with the disease of addiction and are advised to surrender to

a “Higher Power” if they want recovery

+ What is the plight of persons if the question is NOT
answered?
— E.g. If persons do not answer the question of deity they

« Are uncertain about the meaning of life and/or feel they must create their

own meaning

* Have to rely on finite realities (material things, social status, their own
powers) for the their welfare and fulfillment

* What are some experiences of persons who asked the
question?

— Between twenty and thirty | gradually became more and more agnostic

and irreligious... (James 50)




