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According to the author of the first article above (Brad Plumer), what are the 4 main ways that climate change can be diminished or stabilized? Which of these ways requires the development of new technology?
The four main ways are as follows. The first way is by cleaning up electric power plants. Electric plants that burn fossil fuels like coal and petroleum to produce electricity should be replaced with zero-emission options like solar, wind, and nuclear power.

The second way is by electrifying most aspects of the economy. Factories and even transport systems should replace fossil fuel as an energy source with electricity to power their operations.

The third was to mitigate the impacts of global warming is by changing our agricultural practices. Ironically, agriculture is contributing to global instead of reducing its effects. Farming methods should adopt best practices. People should also plant more trees and reduce wastage of farm produce. These three methods can utilize already existing technology.

The last option requires the development of new technology since it entails finding new sources of energy for hard to electrify aspects of the technology. These include industries that have to rely on fossil fuel for extreme heating since electricity would be too expensive and not practical. This means that new technology and energy sources need to be developed as a viable option (Plumer, 2020).
 According to the author of the second article above (Hiroko Tabuchi), the government finds it very difficult to implement laws that would strictly regulate the emission of greenhouse gases. What are the main reasons why the U.S. government does not act strongly enough to reduce climate change?

The main reason why successful US Governments do no act strongly on climate change is that policies depend on individual admirations. What one administration may view as good policy can be scrapped when the new administration comes to power. Additionally, the policies are often dependent on lobbying as opposed to merit. This means that powerful organizations can lobby for weaker regulations that do not do enough to reduce climate change.

What was good about what businesses and countries did to stop the use of CFCs (see slides from Tuesday’s class)? Explain.
At a recent discussion at the United Nations, the largest fossil fuel companies announced massive pledges like cutting down on gas leaks, supporting carbon taxes, and investing in innovative technologies that would help cut down on carbon emissions. This shows that with goodwill from the major players in the energy sector, carbon emissions from the largest producers can be significantly reduced (Finus, n.d.).
 Can the Paris Agreement protect the world from global warming if all countries adhere to it? Why or why not?
Yes, the Paris Accord can greatly reduce the impact of global warming. As the articles have shown, it all comes down to basics. If all countries agreed to cut down on carbon emissions by say, 10% each year the impact would have far-reaching consequences. It is just a matter of policy implementation and adherence. Besides, most of the alternative clean energy is already available (Finus, n.d.).
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