Discussion: Climate and the Khans
This week you will complete another "long" discussion response. Here is the question: How did the fluctuating climate help and hinder Mongol expansion?

Chapter 13 (or whatever chapter in your edition that covers the Mongols) of Bulliet, Richard, Pamela Kyle Crossley, Daniel R. Headrick, Steven W. Hirsch, Lyman L. Johnson, and David Northrup. The Earth and It's Peoples. Boston: Wadsworth, 2014.
Chen, Stephen. "Mother Nature vs. the Mongol Horde: Did Climate keep Genghis Khan at bay and the Southern Song Dyaasty in Power? (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site." South China Morning Post. Nov. 5, 2015. 
Kramer, Sarah. "Scientists finally know what stopped the Mongol (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. hordes from conquering Europe. (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site." Business Insider. May 27, 2016. 



Discussion: The hotbed of trade
This week's "short" discussion is on the growing complexity of trade and social systems across the tropical zone. Here's the topic: In a solid paragraph, choose one defining aspect of the tropical zone from 1200 to 1500 CE and explain its historical importance.

Chapter 14 (or whatever chapter in your edition that covers "Tropical Africa and Asia, 1200-1500") of Bulliet, Richard, Pamela Kyle Crossley, Daniel R. Headrick, Steven W. Hirsch, Lyman L. Johnson, and David Northrup. The Earth and It's Peoples. Boston: Wadsworth, 2014.
Chapter 3[image: Preview the document] of Wright, John L. The Trans-Saharan Slave Trade. New York: Routledge, 2007.


Video: Ibn Battuta: The Man Who Walked Across the World
The following documentary retraces Moroccan scholar Ibn Battuta's travel odyssey across the Islamic world in the 1300s. Over the course of almost 30 years, Battuta covered 75,000 miles. The three episodes roughly cover the three legs of his journey and three themes of his travels: Wanderlust (from Morocco to the Middle East/travel and Islam), Magicians and Mystics (the Middle East to India/religious syncretism), and Trade Winds (India to China/trade). There is thematic overlap, though. For instance, the last episode on trade includes a stunning African-Islamic festival held in India. Feel free to view any that pique your attention.
Ibn Battuta: The Man Who Walked Across the World is presented by Arab scholar Tim Mackintosh-Smith, directed by Dan Edge in conjunction with BBC Four, 2007.

Discussion: Dark Days
This week you will complete your last "long" discussion post. Here's the question: European society took a turn for the worse in the 14th century. Identify three sources of social disruption that hit Europe in the 1300s and explain their impact. 

Chapter 15 (or whatever chapter in your edition that covers "The Latin West, 1200-1500") of Bulliet, Richard, Pamela Kyle Crossley, Daniel R. Headrick, Steven W. Hirsch, Lyman L. Johnson, and David Northrup. The Earth and It's Peoples. Boston: Wadsworth, 2014.
Boccaccio, Giovanni. "The Decameron--Introduction." Internet Medieval Sourcebook. 1996. https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/boccacio2.asp (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 
Fairlie, Simon. “A Short History of Enclosure in Britain.” The Land. Summer, 2009. http://www.thelandmagazine.org.uk/articles/short-history-enclosure-britain (Links to an external site.)


Discussion: Loot, Land, and Labour
6
This is your last "short" discussion assignment. Here is the topic: Ronald Wright notes that "loot, land, and labour" made the modern world (Wright 2004, 114). Using our sources for the week, explore the historical reality behind this statement

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chapter 16 (or whichever chapter covers the Maritime Revolution) of Bulliet, Richard, Pamela Kyle Crossley, Daniel R. Headrick, Steven W. Hirsch, Lyman L. Johnson, and David Northrup. The Earth and It's Peoples. Boston: Wadsworth, 2014.
Chapter 5 of Wright, Ronald. A Short History of Progress. New York: Carroll & Graf, 2004. 
De Las Casas, Bartolomé. A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies[image: Preview the document]. Frankfurt: Theodore de Bry. 1598
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