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Choosing Your Photo

Use the following guide to help you find and select some preliminary options for interesting and analysis-worthy photographs. Do not select photographs of art objects (paintings, sculptures, drawings, etc.), though buildings are fair game. Do not choose famous or iconic photographs, as it can be difficult to come up with an original claim about photographs that have been written about extensively. Also, your photograph should include some sign of human civilization (no pure landscape photographs). A meme can be acceptable as long as it is based on an actual photograph and as long as there’s enough information to document the context (who/where/when) it arose from. 
After you browse the databases, choose a photograph that interests you and offers the most intriguing representation of an issue, figure, moment, or phenomenon. Then, answer the questions about the photograph on the worksheet below. 
Please Note: A detail is significant only if it helps you make a meaningful claim about how the photograph represents an issue, moment, figure, or phenomenon. 



Where to Start: Photograph Archives

Begin by browsing the following databases to locate a photograph. If you can’t find anything of interest via these databases, you can rely on other sources to locate a photograph. However, if you do use another source, it needs to provide you with documentary information such as who took the photograph, when it was taken, its title, etc. 
You might also visit the library’s W131 page for additional support: http://guides.libraries.indiana.edu/w131/images.
AP PhotoArchive: http://goo.gl/A8YJ2C
ARTStor Images: goo.gl/wHzJji 
EBSCO Images: https://libraries.indiana.edu/image-collection 
Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/
Smithsonian Photographic Database: http://goo.gl/Maa89u
Meme Database: https://knowyourmeme.com





Name: __________________________
Photograph Analysis Sheet: 
Instructions
Before doing this worksheet, ensure that you’ve consulted the “Inquiry Question Samples and Guidelines Sheet” on Canvas. 
The prompts below will guide you through a preliminary analysis of the photograph you’ve settled on from among the databases. The photograph you select must represent an interesting and analysis-worthy issue, moment, figure, or phenomenon. It must also contain enough significant detail for you to generate a 5-page essay-length discussion. Respond fully, in sentences, and in good faith to the following questions. This worksheet is worth 10 homework points. Attach a printed copy of your photograph to this worksheet (also worth 10 homework points). You must submit both the completed sheet and a copy of your chosen photograph in class on Wednesday, April 3rd. 
Questions 

Describe the photograph independently below. Why did you settle on this photograph? 

The photograph has LeBron James and his fellow players celebrating after they were presented with NBA the trophy after winning 2016’s NBA finals.  The players are in a joyous mood and are congratulating each other. LeBron James is shown to be crying. My choice of the picture was based on the fact that there are such rare moments in NBA which catch the stars’ emotional moments after major wins.  LeBron James has been an icon in modern-day NBA. He is considered to be one of the greatest, often analyzed with respect to Michael Jordan’s performance. The picture speaks volumes and has a profound presentation of what the game means to the NBA players.
The photograph used a close caption idea so as to capture all the details needed. For instance, the photographer placed LeBron at the center of the figure. That means that they were more concerned about LeBron’s appearance in the picture. The camera used has given a clear display of all the features in the photograph. The photograph has no blurred details and it is easy for a person to tell the contents of the photograph. I believe that this photograph represents high levels of professionalism and great work. With relevance to the assignment, the photograph has in it the idea that any information can be represented loudly even without the use of a single word. LeBron, as one of the major stars in the NBA, represents quality and perception. Clearly, he is more of an influential character in the NBA. His inclusion in the image, alongside his teammates, is to show how differences in expectations can be quickly changed when the right ideology is put in place. Even though the image represents their win in the final, the photograph provided the information that winning in such a game is a matter of perseverance and wit. 


Consider the context of the photograph. Who took it? Where was it taken? When was it taken? 
After analyzing the picture, it is clear to state that it presents important moments in the NBA fraternity. The photograph, having witnessed Golden State Warriors lose to Cavaliers, was eager to capture the important moments. One of those involved LeBron sharing the moments with his teammates. Bearing in mind that the Cavaliers had lost three games out of four to the Golden State Warriors, the idea of them coming back from such defeats and winning this particular match was phenomenal. The Golden State Warriors had won the 2015 NBA cup. During this game, they were one win away from winning it again. That would mean a back-to-back feat for the game.
Cavaliers were the underdogs going into the game considering the fact that Warriors team had set the record for most wins in a regular season. A win in the match against Cavaliers match would have given them solitary dominance at the top of that level. As the team had gone against all odds to win the match, it was important to capture the moment. Again, LeBron has been a significant idol in the modern-day NBA. Being a member of a team that was slated to lose, his contribution in the effort to overturn those odds was on the spotlight. If the game had gone south, he would have been contrarily analyzed. The win ensured that his status was elevated and that he delivered according to expectations. Again, there had been an ongoing debate on who was better between LeBron and Michael Jordan. A win in this kind of a match would have given LeBron over Michael. In any case, LeBron was able to deliver the desired win with contributions from his teammates. It helped him maintain the debate active. Even though Michael dominated in the 90s, the rules of the game were considered all the same. LeBron had to deliver to remain significant in his era, just as Michael had done in his. The general idea of the comparison between the two was promoted by the photographer’s idea of taking the picture. The photograph helps us understand how significant a win would have been for Cavaliers. 
The photo was taken by Marcio Jose Sanchez after the match at …. As shown, the winning team was celebrating together. 

Now consider the subject. Who or what is represented in this photograph? How do you know? 

The picture represents the effects of a love for a game on a player. That love is detailed in the aspects of expectation, delivery, and commitment. In this case, LeBron James shows that he was not only looking forward to winning the NBA league but also that he really does love the game. The photograph captures all the details wanted to show that. Despite being one of the greatest NBA players in the game, LeBron was in a team whose opponent was highly formidable. Before the game against Warriors team, Cavaliers were considered to stand no chance against Warriors. As such, the end of their deal had to deliver in the game. Again, the photograph can be said to be a representation of how players channel their feelings when they reach a milestone. The photograph, joy can be said to be a general idea. In the case of LeBron, more can be said about that. The fact that he is crying shows how much he valued the match. In the end, winning leaves different emotional levels in different people.  LeBron was able to stand out in the celebration with his teammates as he held the trophy they won. That is complemented by the emotions displayed by the players around him. 


What details are significant? What do you find analysis worthy about them? 
The photographer took care to capture a memorable moment. He made sure that the image contains as many details as possible. The emotions of the players, with LeBron showing evidence of being overwhelmed, speak volumes. The game was hard and they managed to win it. That called for boundless celebrations as it landed them the trophy. The photograph creates a joyous mood. The close capture methods of the photo brought out all the details. LeBron’s emotional levels are evident. Such details, rubber stamped by the tears in his eyes, always live on to tell how important the game was. If he was just joyous and shouting around with his friends, a person, oblivious of the details leading to and of the game, would think it is just any other normal finals game. They tell that winning the game was important for them and the overall impact of the NBA. The photographer did not entirely dwell on the emotions of LeBron, but also on those of his fellow teammates. In that case, an oblivious person would be left asking why he stood out in the game despite having won it. It would create the necessary curiosity to look for the details of the game. It would expose them to the details of LeBron as a player and what that particular moment meant to him. As such, the analysis of the photo bears much weight in creating an approach point that would help someone understand the scenario.

What anomalies/weird stuff do you notice? What intrigues you about it? 
The game was obviously important to the team. However, LeBron seems to be the only player who seems to have been fully carried away by the win. Considering that the opponents were leading in general performance prior to the game, that feeling should have been general. His teammates are flocking him, probably thanking him for his contribution. At the same time, he can only shed tears and allow himself to be carried away by the moment. It is also weird that he chose to cry at that moment bearing in mind he is the current king of the game. He should have shown a proud face rather than an emotional one that leaves people wondering why he decided to do so. As such, the other players should take it into them to understand why he was crying from both a personal and professional perspective. My mind goes back to thinking of Michael Jordan who is the only person who could be compared to LeBron.  Even though he ruled in the 90s, Michael was able to deliver at different stages. The game was less developed during those times compared to today. Therefore, LeBron should have focused on inspiring the NBA fraternity after the sensational win rather than becoming that much emotional. That should have been through an inspirational speech immediately after the game to tell them that anything can be done no matter the odds.  As such, the image can be said to presents mixed reactions during that particular moment of celebration.

When conducting research, scholars often lend direction to their inquiries by developing an “inquiry question.” Since you’ll be conducting independent research on your photograph, produce a draft inquiry question below. Try to be specific and clear. Be sure to consult and follow the “Inquiry Question Guidelines” sheet and “Inquiry Question Powerpoint” on canvas. I’ll be scrutinizing these closely. 
Why is NBA so entertaining?
The above question follows the reactions fans and players have during NBA games. 

Citation 
Citing a photograph from an online database can be tricky. For example, sometimes photographs don’t have “titles,” per se. You can use the number associated with the photograph by the database, or you can create a title by using keywords from the caption. Complete the following chart, which is arranged in the same order the final citation will be. 
	Last, First Name of Photographer
	Sanchez, Marcio

	Title of Photograph
	AP Marcio Jose Sanchez 


	Year Taken
	2016

	Name of Database
	Foxsports

	Host of Database
	Fox Media LLC and Fox Sports Interactive Media, LLC.

	Web
	Web https://www.foxsports.com/nba/gallery/2016-nba-finals-game-7-cavaliers-warriors-lebron-james-kyrie-irving-062016

	Date Downloaded
	3/4/2019



