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What Was the Purpose of the 19th Amendment?
The 19th-century clamor, campaigns, and protests by various women movements advocating for women suffrage played a significant role in the 19th Amendment of the United States of America Constitution. By the year 1807, in the US, the women's rights to vote that had prior existed had been entirely severed by various state constitutions denying them even minimal suffrage [(Trisha 271) Be sure to use footnotes or endnotes, not parenthetical documentation]. Undoubtedly, the primary purpose of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution was to thwart the [state and federal efforts but the 19th Amendment granted national suffrage—it was passed first by the federal government and then by a majority of state legislatures.] of denying the female citizens their voting rights.
In essence, the 19th century experienced the rise and establishment of women’s rights movements that centered on their demands to be considered eligible voters. Women like Elizabeth Candy Stanton and Lucretia Mott stepped forward boldly to participate in pressing the government to grant them the right they deemed undeniable (Trisha 273). In particular, the two women organized and launched the famous Seneca Fall Convention in 1848, which brought together a team of delegates who unanimously supported women’s political identities. Stanton and Mott, along with other women activists such as Susan B. Anthony, engaged in endless campaigns to create awareness and lobby the government to allow women to be entitled to vote.
Stanton led a group of women in producing what was known as the Declaration of Sentiments, which replicated the Declaration for Independence to help demonstrate that women had the right to vote just like their male counterparts (Trisha 271). Although a setback of division among the team leaders almost expurgated the momentum of the campaign, the formation of the National Woman Suffrage Association (NWSA) and the American Women Suffrage Association both in 1869 became a significant boost to the process.

When President Wilson shifted his stand to support women's suffrage, the activists gained extra strength to continue with their campaigns. Unfortunately, the speech made by the president in the Senate aimed at convincing the house members to pass the Amendment by linking women's rights to their contributions to the war that the country was engaged in at the time failed to bear fruits. In particular, the bill flopped by falling short of only two votes to meet the required threshold (Trisha 274). However, two weeks later, the debate was picked up in the Senate for further consideration, which led to the eventual adoption and subsequent Amendment to the Constitution, which was named the 19th Amendment. 

[Through the Amendment, aggressive crusades targeted at the prohibition of the federal government and the states from denying the citizens their rights to vote based on gender emerged. But some states had already enfranchised their women.]  [In essence, the Amendment was the culmination of the campaigns that had been launched by women's rights movements and which became a considerable success attained by the women’s abolitionists and temperance movements. But the abolitionist and temperance movements were much earlier.  It will be difficult to tie the two together.]
This paper seeks to answer the following questions in a bid to elucidate the purpose with which the 19th Amendment was conducted:
[What led to the loss of the women’s suffrage that existed in the colonies?  This falls outside of the scope of the class.]
Why did the 19th Amendment to the Constitution take so long?
How was the 19th Amendment created?
How did political interests contribute to the recognition of women’s suffrage?

What other demands by women’s rights movements added impetus to the need for women's right to vote?

Maitland, the suffrage movement is a great topic, but what you’ve proposed is simply too large for an 8-10 page paper.  Remember, first your topic should fall between 1877 and 2000, so you can easily scrap the material about the colonies.  Then look at what question most interests you of the remaining four.  Even one of those might be too much to juggle, but it’s a start.
Grade:  85
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