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The Vietnam War triggered a series of immigration by Vietnamese from Vietnam to the United States. Vietnamese immigrants in the US mainly settled in California, with Santa Clara accounting for the highest number of the Vietnamese population (Chang et al, 479). The Vietnamese in the US are today one of the fastest-growing community in the US and manifest substantial heterogeneity in socioeconomic status, health patterns, and health outcomes. Cancer accounts for the second-highest cause of death in America, with Asian Americans being part of the most affected ethnic groups. According to the Vietnamese Adult Health Survey, Vietnamese individuals in Santa Clara County are affected more by both chronic and infectious diseases compared to other ethnic groups (Tong et al, 615). The survey also confirmed that death cases reported as a result of cancer accounted for the highest number compared to different conditions.
The Vietnamese Adult Health Survey in 2011 in Santa Clara County indicated that Vietnamese adults were linked to highly exposed to specific cancers compared to adults from other racial-ethnic groups. Lung cancer made the second highest in the cases of cancer recorded among the Vietnamese adults compared to other racial/ethnic adults in the county (Chang et al, 480). Liver cancer was reported as the highest form of cancer cases among Vietnamese adults.
The risk factors associated with cancer cases among Vietnamese in Santa Clara County are high rates of hepatitis B, which is known for causing Liver cancer. Also, the 2011 survey indicated that 1 out of 4 Vietnamese adults, especially men, were current smokers (Sin, Vicky and Shin-Ping, 495). Smoking raises the risk of suffering from lung cancer. In 2011, smoking prevalence among Asian adults, Vietnamese male adults accounting for the highest number, was nearly double the number of adults in Santa Clara. The survey also reported that Vietnamese men in the county considered quitting smoking (Torre, Rebecca and Ahmedin, 15). Therefore, increased smoking rates among male adults in Santa Clara increase lung cancer risk, which extends to women and children exposed as passive smokers. 
Researchers in California have explored the other causes of lung cancer among the Vietnamese in Santa Clara and California State at large. One of the researches done in 2017 sought to investigate and explain the epidemiology of non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) among Asian communities occupying California State (Raz et al, 1392). The study also sought to examine the impacts of acculturation on lung cancer risk by conducting a broad comparison of lung cancer rates between Asians born in America and foreign-born Asians. During the study, the investigators calculated age-adjusted incidence rates for Asian communities in California between 1988 and 2003 by utilizing data obtained from the California Cancer registry. In-depth analysis was then carried out based on population and its tobacco smoking prevalence data to establish whether the difference in rates was linked to high rates of tobacco smoking.
The results of the study indicated that foreign-born Asian men and women had an estimated 35% higher rate of NSCLC than US-born Asian men and women. The risk of lung cancer pattern based on nativity was consistent with the population smoking habit among Asian male adults (Raz et al, 1392). Also, US-born Asian women had high smoking prevalence compared to foreign-born Asian women. The study concluded that Asians born outside America have a higher rate of NSCLC compared to Asians born in America. The high rate is linked to environmental tobacco smoking and exposure among women. A detailed survey on lung cancer causes was recommended by researchers to establish specific cancer risks among Asians.
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