| Ainew door
-on Fifth. -

: E.iitér _

: Bérgdorf _

- Goodman- .

‘Men's '
stioré...
TURNEOLL

‘& 'ASSER

E_ng]ish.fog' dress shire.

And our exclusive ‘Ehop.

Blue & green candy
stripes with white
collar and '[I_‘f:i)]e button
cuffs, 1”.‘;-‘; Piqu’é
weave ':ii}k pin d:)t tie
:oin L6 tolors, $95.
Mac%L in Eugf;lnd..
First Floor.
212.339.3306

THE NEY YORKER -

BEKGDORF GOODMAN'S MEN'S STORE{

FIFTH AVE. AT58TH ST., NYC 1-800.218-4318

NOVEMBER 18, 1996 g, sj& TR T
: ,
.| .COMMENT ButIs It Good for the News? . . ... ........ ... LowisMenand 7
~"Why Election Night is tike a basketball game. ’
INEH.EMA[L ............ e e e 10
GOINGS ON ABOUTTOWN ... ... 0o 2
 THE TALK OF THETOWN ... ... ... .. i 39
_ Charles Muray's vote; National Book Award judg:e speaks; cte.
" DEPARTMENTS o
Annals of Communications Inside Story .. ... .. ... . .. ... Ken Aulettn 44
Bob Dale and Bill Clinten both hate
the press. Some top aides tell why.
Life and LeHers The Fallof Fun . . . .. fe e . v .. James Alas 68
When did we all become so serious? ) T
Personal History Notes on My Mother ... ... ... ... e e Hilton AL 72 -
Memories of a mysterious woman. L
A REPORTER AT LARGE Recovering from Apartheid™ .. ... .. Tina Rosertberg 86
Will the confessions of former state officials Whe e s
" trading truth for amnesty be enough for South Africa?
A CRITIC AT LARGE Grim Fairy Tales . . ... ............... Adsm Gopnik %
A look at this year's books for children.
FICTION “Y Chramosome™. . .. ... ..o i e Donald Antrim 104
The boys get together for nourishment and companionship,
THE CRITICS . o
Books Mikhail Gorbachev's “Memoirs,” : ;
Richard Pipess “The Unknown Lemar”. . ... ... ... ... .. David Remnick 18
The Current Cinema “Breaking the Waves,” “Vertipo” .. . . . . Terrence Rafferty 123
Musical Events “Carmen” atthe Met. .. ... ... ... .. Pﬁzﬂ[’(}'nﬁtﬁf 27
The Theatre “Cakewalk,” The New Bozena .. .. ... ... ... Nancy Franklin - 130
POEMS ' : : _
“Hindsight” ... ..o oo oo e Nancy Willard 65
“Reading Machado” ... ......... e Derek Walcort 95
SHOUTS & MURMURS Test Your Post-Election 1.Q. ... .. ... ... Bruce McCall 152
COVER Cat, by Saul Steinbery

Jack Ziggler, Danny Skanaban, Robert Mankoff, . B. Handelsman, Edward Keren,
Mzchael Crawoford, William Flamilion, Roz Chast, Warren- Miller, Donald Reitly,
Michazl Mashn, Richard Cline, Benoit wan Innis, Nicole Eiserirnar, Charles Barsotis

DRAWINGS

-

a

| THE NEW YnrRKER (ISSN 0028-792X), published weekly (cxcepr for six combined issues: the hast week of February and

the, first week of March, the last week of April and the first week of Mag, the last week of June and the first week of July, the
last week of Avgust and the first week of September, the fast two weeks of October; and the Jast two wees of Decermber) by
The New Yorker Magazine, Inc, 20 W. 43rd S, NUY,, MY, 10036, Vol. L3001, Ne. 35, November 18, 1996. Periodical
ostage paid at New York, N.Y:, and at additional mailing offices. Authorized as sccond-dlass mail by the Post Office
ent, Onawa, Canads, and for payment of postage in cash. Canadian Publication Mail Sales Product Agreement
No.190969. Canadian goods-and-services-tax registration number R123242885, Registered as a newspaper at the
British Post Office. Subscription rares: In ULS, and possessions, anc year, $39.95; two years, $§72.00. In Canadz, one vear,
383,00 {indudes G.5T.). In Germany, one yéar, IXM290. Mail orders tor IP Internadonale Presse, Disaibution & Marketing
GrabH, Waldstr. 70, 3-63128 Dictzenbach, Germany. Other foreign subscriptions, one year, $91.00, payzble in acvarnce.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The New Yorker, Box 56447, Boulder, Colorado 80322, PRINTED IN LLS.A. |




RECC

-

VERING' FRC

The deadline for applying for amnesty ﬁom South fiﬁzms
_ e Truth Commission is approaching. But will the confessions of former state
T - Jofficials who once terrorized, the nation satisfy the need for justice?

P T I S N I O S e N | LJ“?H‘LUL.

BY TINA ROSENBERG:

IRK JOHANNES COETZEE and

his wife, Karin, live in a small
- house on the outskirts of Pre-
toria. From their back yard you can
sce across a field ro the red sandsione
Union Buildings, where President -
Nelson Mandela and his colleagues in
the post-apartheid government have,
their offices. The neighborhood | is,
placid and leafy and solidly middle-.
class, and the house is protected only by
the Coetzee family dogs. There is wall-
to-wall carpeting in the living room,

white sofas with miarching armchairs,

and a glass-topped coffe¢ table on.
which are perched several cerarnic birds. -

Cocrzzec, a handsome, youthfuj-looking
man of fifty-one.with z sho¢k of gray -
hair falling over his forehead, likes to
pad about in swcatpams 2 sWeatshirt,
and leather slippers. Visitors find hlrn
friendly and 2 Iittle nervous, and he
talks in a manic stream. His subjeat

-

more often than not these daj"{s- 15 his
history as a ruthless killer.

Coetzee’s soliloquy of gudt is part

of a drama being played out in cities

-across South Africa and on television

each hight, as the quth cornrhission in-
augurated by Mandela’s govemment
holds public hearings and tries to force
the country to come to terms with its
past. Coetzee was the first white police-
man to confess 10 grines committed
against blacks for political rgasons.
While the white government was still
in power, e spoke from “in the heart

* of the whore,” as he puts it, confirm-

ing stories that ofﬁcmls had denied for
 years.
Coetzee was born in 1945 toa small-

" town Afrikaner family in the nérthern

Transvaal. His father was a postal clerk
He was & hot—tempered athletic boy,
good at rugby, swimming, ang_l_ track,
and uninterested in schooiwc’;fk. He

£ AP

- 1980, he was made commander

had a job as a postal inspector for sev-
_eral years, and in 1970 joined the South
Adfrican Police. Coetzee loved police
work. He was first in his training class
and served with distinction. In 1974, he
was sent to South Africa’s secret guer
rilla war in Rhodesia. When he cami
back, he went into the security policd]
where he prospered, and in Augusy,

a counterinsurgency unit known
Vlakplaas.

Vlakplaas was a farm outside Pré-
toria that housed government inform-
ers whio had rurned against the African
National Longres% and its armed er:u:rz 5
Umklionto we Sizwe. They were called £
askaris, Swahili for “soldiers.” The idea
was that the askaris would go out and
mix with the locals fo finger their
former comrades. But in fact they acted 4
as a covert hit squad. g

The white officers at Vlaicplaas con- §
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£ / waved him down, and, when Mxenge
’ - stopped, the man asked hir for 2 jump

honor to serve.”

sidered themselves the vanguard of the
African outpost of Christian civiliza-
ton. Events of the mid-seventies—the
victory of rebel Communist forces over
Portuguese colonials in Angola and
Mozambique, and the student upris-
ing in Soweto in 1976—increased their

conviction that they alore stood in the-

way of Afrnsgeddon. ‘It was so pure, so
select; so élite,” Coetzee says. “lt was an

Early in November, 1981, one of
Coetzee’s superiors|called him into
his office and told him to “make a

an” with Griffiths Mxénge, a promi-
nent A.N.C. lawyer| The officer told
Coetzee that Mxenge was supporting
errorists, and Coetzde asked several of

Mhis soldiers to stake ont Mxenge’s home,

office, and car.

" On Novemnber 19th, C%ifﬁths Mixenge
* left his office in the Coasta] resort city

¢ of Durban early in the evening. He
I" gotinto a white Audi and headed to-

4 ‘ward his home in Umlazr Durban's
Svast black township. As he neared his

-house, he saw a gray van parked in
the road with its hood open. A man

start. Mixenge got out of his car, and

. two mere men appeared, carrying pis-
" tols. They forced him into-the back of
the Audi and drove to the Urnlazi cy-
. cling stadium, where they stabbed him

forty-five times and slit his throat. They

took his racket, his witch, and his wal-
let'and drove off in the Audi. The car’s

. stereq System was later mstaﬂed ina

Mercedes that belongéd to tne of Coet-
zee’s superiors. Coetzee and his sol-

diers poured gasohne on the Audi and '
set it on fire. “He was a negative black, ~

not a ja baas’ black. That made him
a,Communist, a terrorist, the Anti-
christ,” Coetzee saysd “It’s hard to ex-
plain now.”
The ofheial mvesﬂgauon such as it
was, ended with the blame gomg to-an
unknown persen or persons.” The
chief 5f the Security Branch announced

"that the police were) jooking into the
-theory that membel _
killed Mxenge m;s;a' dispure over his
~handling of funds. The same finding
and similar theone were announced -

s of the A.N.C.

in the murders of crhaps a hundred
other activists, mqﬁud;ng the 1985
shooting death. of Nb{f;nge s wife, Vie-

B
|

tc}na Who had taken over hlS defense
work. C

The assassination of anﬁ.hs Mixehge
would have remained a successful po-
lice operation against the A.N.C., fol-
lowed by an effective coverup, had not
something unexpected happened: in -
1989, Dirk Coetzee went into exile and .
confessed to the murder and to other
cmes he had cominitted along with
his Vlakplaas comrades.

COE’TZEE returned to South Africa
in 1993, during the transition to
black rule, but it is as unlikely that he
will go to jail for Mxenge’s murder now
as it was during the height of apartheid.
Early this‘year, he went to the Cape
Town headquarters of the new Trath>
and Reéconciliation Commission and
handed in an application for amncsty
for a long list of crimes, induding six
murders. Under the law that created the
commission, anyone who makes a full
disclosure of a politically motivated
crime committed berween March 1,
1960 (the month of the Sharpeville po-
lice massacre and the year that the.
AN.C: was banned), and December 5,
1993, the day before South Africa’s ac-

cords for transition to majority rule

were approved—will probably receive
indemnity from civiband criminal pros-
ecution. Coetzee was indicted in fuly

“for the Mxenge murder, and a trial date

was set for early December. But even
if he is convicted he may not have to
serve a prison sentence. The Truth Com-
mission began hearing his testimony-
fast week, ah& he is likely to be granted
amnesty. -
The Truth Comm1551on hopes to
encourage political ctiminals on all sides
to confess in detail to their acts. It offers
Dick Coetzee and other perpetrators of
human-rights abuses 4 kind of grant

- national plea bargain. If they confess

and name names, they may be granted
amnesty and can avoid a trial. Notall
these confessions will result in amnesty.
People whose crimes are deemed “dis-
proportionately” heinous or not peliti- -

- cally motivated can be turned down and

will resnain liable to prosecition or to
cvil suits. Coetzee’s crimes might well
put him in that category, but the com-
mission is likely to be lenient, taking

" into account the fact that he told his

story at 4 time when it undermined the

4

aparthc;d g@vel;nment and helped lead
to 1ts downfall,-and that it lad to other
contessions. '

Coetzee’s breal mth apm-theld Was
not, however due 1o a sudden attack of
conscience. Like many Viakplass offi-
cers, he stoie and smuggled for per-
sonal gain. He was caupht protecting - '
smuggler friends from police investi-
gations. Even by Vlakplaas standards
he was d loose cannon, and was fre-
quenﬂy_ insubordinate. His behavior
drew reprimands, and with each de-
motion he became more isolated and.
resentful’ He began to tell Vlakplaas
stories at parties. In 1982, he was rel-
egated to the narcotics bureau and two
years later, was brought before an offi-
cial police board ‘on seven charges. of .
misconduct. Fma]ly, in 1986 he de-
cided thatt was time to quit, He exag-
gerated his chabﬁtes and got a medical -
retirement, © -

Coetzee’had been meeting occa- °
sionally for cff—the record talks with
Jacques Pauw, a young reporter fiom a
new mdependent Afrikaans weekly, the |
Viye Weekbiad. At dinner v September,
1989, Pauw asked him under what cir-
cumstances he would talk for the
record. “Find me a safe place where my
family and I can five i i peace,” Coetzee
replied. Pauw realized that this could be
done only through the.A.N.C., and,
without asking Coetzee, began to ex- -
plore the idea.

A month later, one of Coetzcc 5
black hit men, Almond Nofemela,
talked. He was on death row for kill-
ing a white man in a nonpolitical crime.
Just before he was scheduled to be
hanged, 2 visiting member of Viakplaas
told him that the organization was re-
neging on its promise to save him.
“Take the pain,” he said. Instead, No-
femela told a lawyer from a human- |
rights group that hehad beeri 2 mem-
ber of dlé team that stabbed Griffiths
Mxenge. The confession bought him a
stay of execution. (Now that the death
penalty has béen abolished, hé is serv-|
ing a hfe sentence.)

The police called in everyone No-
femela had namied except Coetzee, who
realized that he was bemg set up to take
the blame. On November 5, 1989, he
and Pauw lefr for the island of Mauri-
tius, wherte Pauw interviewed him, and
on November 9th Coetzee flew to Lon-

B



; ‘don. V;ye! Weekblad pﬁblisqha;(.i Coetzee’s‘

StoTy & week larer, st as the new Pres-
Cident, B W. DeKlerk, vras plc—:dgmg
reform An investigating commis-
lon was appdinted. The police denied
that ‘V’Iakplaas was 2 hub of illegal
. actwuy, making the rather unusual
. argufnent that the tiwo confessed mur-
derers were in fact innocent. Thﬁ com-
migsion-concluded that Coetzee had
hed and’that ‘Vlakplaas had no death
squads A
- In Tiondon, 4 wary Dick Coetzee
me’f with an even warier Jacob Zuma,
the in‘te]ligen;ce. chief of Umbkhonto we

Sizwe. At thé, end of the debriefing,

Zuma and-his men offered Coetzee the

AN.Cs profectior. After’ spendmg a:

- decadé slaughtering the blacks he be-
Yieved were threatening his homc, fim-
le, women, children, go/%, and hation,

arid Western Christianity itseld, Dirk:
Coetzed applied for and recetved mem-

bership in the African National Con-
gress. “Instead of the brural savages
‘zbout whom we were taught by ‘the

South African regime,” he wrote in an

unpublished memoir, “T found highly

intelkigent, extremely well- infomiéd,
and civilized gentlemen for whorg I
soon f&lt nothing but admiration ?xnd
respect.”

The feeling was not quitd mumal.
The AN.C. never fully trusted Coet-

“zee, but it unflerstood how crucial his
‘revelations were to the ang=apartheid
- cause. He was  white poficeman from

a counterinsurgency unit, and he was
corroborating the AN.C.'s claims that
the government had sponsored system-
atic abuses of human rights, includ-
ing murder and torrure. Comrade Dirk
was ‘taken care of in exile for years in

-London and then in Lusaka Zambia.
QTh.IS rapidly advanced him to the top of

the South African security forces’ en-
eries list.

In Lusaka, Coetzee was sent a pac’k—
age containing;a booby-trapped pér-
sonal stereo. The wrapping had the

name-and return address of the AN.C.

lawyer Bheki Mlangeni, who had he-
come a friend of his. When Coetzee te-
fused to pay what he constdered outra-
geous import duties, the package was
returned to Mi:mgcm, who put on the

B
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headphones and popped in 2 tapé Ia-
belled “Evidence of Hit Squads Then
his head blew off.

HE head of the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Comrmission is Desmond
Tuty, the Nobel Prize winning de-
fender of the downtrodden; Who was
the secretary-general of the South Af-
ricans Couneil of Churches when an
fiths Mxenge was-murdered in 1981,
and who, as it happens, gave the prin-.
cipal eulogy at his funeral, in a tiny vil-
lage outside King William's Town, in
the Eastem.Capc_:. “When the govern- -
ment of the people takes over, justice will
be done,” he promised a crowd of fifieen
thousand mourmefs in an emotional ser-
mon. The government of the peoplc took
over'in 1994, but whether or not }usn ,
is being done is a point of contentién,
“He has turned his back to us,” Chur~b
chill I\/j'_xcnge says of Tutu. Churchill
Mxenge is a compact, balding, middle-
aged man with glasses and a serious de-
meanor: He is Griffiths Mxenge's youn-
ger brother; and he now' works as the
chief of the title-registry office in" the
Eastern Cape provin-'
cial capital of Bisho,
a dusty town whose
center consists of one
street with a half-dozen
government buildings,
a parking lot, a fish-
and-chips takeout, and «
a few shops sarrounded
by miles of dirt fields.
“T try to put myself in
Tut's position,” Chur-
chill Mxenge says. “Tutu
is a man of the cloth,
a man who believes in
miracles, Bat I cannot
see himi being able over-
night to cause people whio
are hurt and bleeding
simply to forget about -
their wounds and for-
get about justice. It is
President. Mandela’s
wish, too. But that is not
normal. That doesn’t
happen. Unless justice
15 done it's difficult for
any person to think of
- forgving "
In April, the Mxenge
family, atong with the
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families of Steve Biko and of the mur-

dered activists Fabian and Florence

Ribeiro, joined with the radical Azanian
People’s Organization to file a lawsuit
contending that the Truth Commission
had violated the right of families to seek

judicial redress for the miurders of their

loved ones. In August, the court ruled

in favor of the Truth Commission.
The ides of peaceful reconciliation is

one that has informéd Tutu’s career,

‘and it is no surprise that he is defend-

ing it so vigorously npw. In 1976, the
year after he was appointed Anghcan
Dean of Johannesburg, he wrote an
open letter to then Prime Minister John
Vorster in which he spoke of the need
for “real recontiliation with justice. for
afl.” When he met Cgetzee in London,
he told him that the South African
people forgave him bécause he had ex-
pressed his sorrow. He ut himself on
the line as a peacemaker at Griffiths

‘ Msxenge’s funeral. As at almost every

AN.C. funeral, several undercover po-
licemen were. secretly recording the

event, among them al constable named
Albert Tofile. When ﬁmeral-goers dis-

‘covered that Tofile’s partrier had a tape

recorder, Tofile pulledia gun. The crowd

‘turned into z mob ahd attacked him.

He fell. The mob klcked and stoned
him. Desmond Tum | leaped from the

. platform and threw Bimself over the
“policemian’s body. He calmed the crowd

and refurned to the I%aodiu’r'n, his cleri~
- calrobes drenched m'th blood.

Churchﬂl Nb{enge is right about Tu- -

| tu’s belief in mlradesI when Tutu calls-

the current situation thc miracle that is
South Africa,” he .means it literally, as
the fiir of divine intervention. e in-
sists thar be is not a-politician, and
points out that he hever joined the
AN.C.-But the drive for emotional

- conpection that suits;him so well as a

pastor has made himiimmensely effec-
tive in the public areha. “He is deeply
spirital and 2 total media freak,” Alex
Boraine, the vice chairman of the com-
mussidn; says. T'utu is proba_bly the sec-

_ond most beloved South Afrcan-——afrer

the President, who has-a very different

“style. Mandela is referred to as the Old

Man, not just for his age, seventy-eight,
but for his sombre, |cautious nature.
Tutu, who is sixty-five and just became
Archb;shop Emenms likes to make
rabbit ears béhind people s-heads in

' hun and thus make him lable for 1r1—_

“You 2 wave ar c/a'wm Peg Vou don's many f&em and let them run your life.”. ”J

L]

photographs. He is known as the Arch,
and has a trademark habit of throwing
his head back and his arms 1n the air-—
“‘doing the Arch™—when he is de-
lighted, which is frequently. Like Bill

Clinton, he thrives on having seven -

people tuggmg at him at once, and then
persuading each orf® that he has his

_ complete attention and interest.

Whether or not Tutu's gospel of rec-

-onciliation will trumph over the “nor-

mal” hurmar impulses to seek vengeance
and punishment is an open question:

The story of Constable Albert Tofile at

Griffiths Mxenge-’s fimeral did not end

- with Tutw’s heroics; 3. few minutes later,
the*crowd dragged Tofile from his car-

and kﬂled him.

HE Truth Commission runs paral-

lel to the court system. Although

the two institutions are separate, each
can benefit from information gathered
by the other, and their missions intkr-
twine. A person’ who has committed a

serious political crime has- -a choice: he

can apply for amnesty by testifying to-

his own and his’ colleagueiatransgres—
sions-at a public hearing in front of relevi-
sion carneras, or he can sweat it out and
hope that others applying for amnesty
do not provide evidence implicating

H
& .

dictment. If he does not apply for am-
nesty by the cutoff date of December 14th
(the Truth Commission has asked par-
liament to extend it for three months),
he has lost the opportunity to avord pun-
ishment for crimes that may come to
Light during testimony from those who
have applied.

A few weeks ago, one of Coetzee’s
successors at Vlakplaas, Colonel Eugene
de Kock, knawn as Prime Eil, was sen-
tenced by z court to two life terms and
more than two hundred years in prison
for various crimes, including sending
the stereo bomb that killed Bheki Mian- -
geni. Dozens of de Kocks en testified
against him, excusing their own actions
on the groun,d that they were following'
orders, and in the process implicating
many of their former superiors. Sevétal
of the soldiers are applying for ammesty.
De Kock has said that he will apply,
to0, although many of his crimes had
little or nothing to do with palitics, and -
others were heinous in the extreme.

" In Match of this year, Desmond
Tumu appeared on a television program
with several members of the families of
apartheid-era victims. Churchill Mxenge.
repeated what Turu had said ar his
brother’s funeral, and accused him of
betraying his promise of justice. The
perpetrators “are still in the security .




. j ‘I sold my soul  for a-é,lbz'g a terath of what the damn things are going for now.”

'
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irces and part of the civil service,” Futu
plied. “Those people have the capac-
v of destroymg this land.,. . . If there
ere not the possibility of amnesty,
ien tHe option of a mlhtary upheaval
2 very real one.’

Tutu's answer reflects the pracmc.ﬂ
stification for the Truth Commission:
otecting the néw democracy by ap-

:asing powerful and well-armed .

hites. But there is alsq 2 philosophical
iswer. T had dinner recently at a restau-
nt in the industrial city of Port Eliza-
ith with Tutu, his bodyguard, and Aley

+ had said in his eulogy for anﬁths
xenge in 1981. "Did he think that he
as honoring his promise of justice?

“There are different kinds of | of Justice,

: 310, “Refributive jusce 1s largely
7 estern. The African understandm
far more restorative—not so much to

%ﬂls

oraine, and [ asked Tutu about wh ? three ¢OTMITITIEES, The oSt controversml_
¥ob which 1s the Amnesty Committee.

inish as to redress or restore a balancef
af has been knoeked askew. The justice

mﬁﬁﬂﬁe dignity.-
WM‘
& AFrivan Totion of uhupfu—isitercon-
ctedness, the idea that no one can bef -
walthy when the com.mum‘ty is sick. “Irs|:
deeply Christian concept,” Fytu said.!
"Ou are not savedias an individual, butj
rough incorporation into ahody. Ubuni!
ally 1 5 a good deal more B;bhcal and/

@ (]

Christian than Western indwidualism 1s.”
Turu's notion of a restored commu-

. nity encompasses even Eugene de Kock.

“We can say he 1s 2 menster,” Tutu wold
reporters recently. “But he is a human
being with 2 p0551b1hty of changmg

HE Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission was set up on July 19, 1995,

a5 part of the National Unity and Rec-
ohciliation Act, a bitterly debated faw
that ran to forty-eight single-spaced pages
and was nicknamed “the mother of all

The commission is made up of

Ao 4T, it has received more than three

/ thousand applications, mostly from peo-

ple already in jail.

Establishing the principle of amnesty
tor apartheid-era cn_tg_;gswas a key issue
in the negetiations on South Afriga’s
transition to black rule in the early
nineteen-nineties. 1 he old goVernmént

first insisted on a blanket ammnesty. “That

nearly derailed the whole process,” says
. Dullah Qmar, who became Man-
- dela’s Minister of Justice. But the AN.C.
- toolk seriously threats of a'violent halt
to the transition. What was called a

postamble to the 1992 interim con-
stigarfion stipulated that there would be
sty—details to follow.

; Wnd of amnesty—d __
N |

“My first year in
office, I spent three- .
quarters of my time
grappling with this,”
Omar says. '
Most countries
replacing right-wing
“dictatorships with
democracies have .
" instituted amnes-
. ties, either formally
or informally. Upon
- leaving power, Latin- -
> American dictators
tended to issue them--
selves amnesties—a
cormuption of the his-
toric concept of am-
nesty, which is grant-
ed by a government
to people who took
up arms against it. If
there was no official
amnesty, the generals
simply sabotaged
the judicial process
or warned their cvilian successors that
trials would bring a military revolt.

As a consolation prize in countries
where the new government did not have °
the power to- hold widespread trials, the
Latm—Amencans came up with the idea
of truth commissions. In Argenting and 5
Chile, testimony aboT HOman-Tights

abuses helped ger af what the Chilean =

human-rights lawyer José Zalaquctt

walls all the truth, and as much j Justice 4?22 :
.45 possible.”
‘i—gﬂﬁr‘ﬁ?ﬁﬁepoﬁs that exploded the

The commissions released

secunty forces” propaganda, provoked
great public debate, and gave official
government acknowledgment of state
crimes. “T'ruth doesn’t bnng the dead
back to life,” Zalaquett Iikes to say. “But
it brings them out from silence.” Since

the Latm—Amencan COMMISSIONS hﬁ

SEDpGETTE PO ; oifere
Ors ﬂCﬁDIlVE o 1 €

refied Tor Lrﬁomanonm
tesumony ol victims, which - was taken
ot I public b beliind closed dooTs.
Without the perpetzators testrnony, niost
families never found out “all the futh,” .
Tn Chile, where not a single soldier has
COTAE forward voluntarily. 1o tatk abour
E_hf_ disappearances, fam:lies are sti]
waiting, after twenty-three years, to find
out what happened to their loved ones.
"~ South Africa was in a very different




situation. A year after Mandela became
President, the old'.apartlicid barons were
much more discredited and isolated
than anyone had expected. Mandela’s
government was so popular that it could
probzbly have decided to reverse the
constitutional provision of amnesty en-
tirely. It did not, because its leaders
genuinely believed in reconciliation.
The two other committees that
make up the commission concentrate
on the victims of political crimes. The
Human Rights Violations Committes
CLCcs ON 4 (CATH O SIXLy 1IIVESUZAtnIs
med wirn t GPOWEI' o S poena Wit
Tigsses and scize documents. All South

«\N
e

. POTTERs who were victons of political

f/

violence are we come fo 20 to a com-

Tmission office and ralk to a stafr mei-

b’é’r—a‘b‘d"ﬂ']mLMmg 1T 4 story
TEEMS ACCUrate, the vie victin 15 invited to
. tesafy, T heor she heE Wishes, at one of the
. felevised public hea_nngs that are bemg
held in township halls and churches al

OVET South Africa, Another cornmittee,

Reparation and Rehabilitation, screens
victims to sec if they need urgent assis-
tande, such as rmedical or psychological
treatment, roney to educate children,
or help getting pensions and other en-
titlements. The Reparation Commitree
~can also recommend some sort of rec-
| ognition of hardship, say a_scholarship

or a health clinic naméd for a victim.

“\( \}‘% ! E gk FHuman Rights Violations Com-

. mittee opened its hearings on
& April 15th, in East London, a small city
Q i the Eastern Cape Abkout four hun-
[}k \n\’g dred people were in the audience to hear
QJ\%.‘EO “é%erehggous service and Tutu’s prayer for

tealidg and repentance for both victims
euntp@

and perpetrators. Ther* everyone sang
he new national anthem. A candle
urned onstage. The first witness was
Nohie Mohapi, who testified about her
activist husband’s death in police cus-
~ tody in 1976, which was reported as a
‘(/ suicide, and her own six months in soli-
tary confinement for her work as Steve
] 1L Biko'stsecretary. The witnesses sat at a
'\P e -table with 4 friend or relative on their
. Jeft and on their right 2 Truth Commis-
: Eﬁ\ sion: briefer, who comforted them and
' provided tissues and an Im‘m when the
crying started. T'wice irl the first two
days, Tutu himself coﬂaplsed in tears.
A similar scene has been repeated
practically every weekday since, with

nine or ten witnesses 2 day. Each week,
the healTigs MOVE 10 & iierent town-
ship hall, church, or auditorium arourd
the country; sometimes there are hear-
ings in two different cities simulta-
necusly. A troop of newspaper and TV
reporters travels with the Leanggs

most major newspapers, even Afrikaans

e -
Papers, give them extensive COVETAoe,
ofrefwith 2 separate story about each

WITTESS s testimony.

“The audiences are virmaﬂy all black,
with old women in hand-sewn dresses
and turbans, and young people in torn
tennis shoes and knit caps. They also
scem almost uniformly pro-A.N.C.
Conservative whites and conservative
black supporters of the Inkatha Free-
dom Party, a Zulu naronalist party for-
merly funded and supported by the
apartheid government, told me that
they think of the commission as an
A.N.C: operation and are terrified that
it will inspire A.N.C. supporters to vio-
lence. “It’s just opening old wounds,” a

*

local Inkatha politician in Umlazi said.

“Tt nitakes you Hate the person you had
forgiven.” Ironically, he echoed the
words of Churchill Mxenge, who said,

“1 personally fecl they are makmg them-
sdves the joke of thé: country, crying in

Tont of the cameras, and at the end Gf
the day, nothing.”

The membership of the commission
contradicts the view that it is an organ
of the A.N.C. The:seventeen commis-
sioners come from a broad spec:tmm of
groups. They are mostly lawyers, clergy,
psycholsglsts or human-rights activ-
ists, and range from a member of the
Pan-Africanist Congress on the left to
a member of the Freedom Front, 3
group calling for an Afrikaner home-
land. There are seven blacks, two
colereds, two Indizns, and six whites.
Many witnesses have come to testify
about k.l]hngs or bombmas cominitted

Dy the A.N.C., and the commission has
treated thens with equal respect, When
Mandela visited a]ohannesburg hearmg
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andé"sat('iﬁ the, gaflery, Tutu put on z
* witness who tesnﬁed about zbuses he
had suﬁered inan Al I\L‘C training

’ ca_mp

- The pubhc however has not- Theen

" as, respectful ‘At 2 hearing in Bloem- |

fOnte;,n, in July, when a witness asked '

“for cémpens&hon for the death of his.

son i ar’A.N.C. cimp, members of the”
s.uchence began to.hiss and j'out Tuta

had to ask theny far telerance roward
.pcople “with Whom yoir dor't identify.”
. More’ recently, Tutu clashg openly
. with AN.C. officials wno don’t think

that their members need tolseek am- .
_ “nesty, since'whatever they’ 1d under
; apartheld was justified as part of the s

"struggle for freedom. Last week, he -
threatened to resign from the commis-

. sionr unless the AN C formally ac—

k.nowledged that it; too, was l’CSpOHSEbI.ﬁ
for hujnan-rights abhises.-

- Buf perhaps the commission s’fmost ;

importint contribution is that forgotren
victims, in forgotten towns, wﬂl,ha:v’e
their cases investigated dnd the chance
to tell their stories. For example, the

, first time-the c“ountry took notice of

repression in Worcester, a’city of sixty
thousand in the Westérn Cape’s wine
country, was 2 winter day last June,
when a few hundred people, mostly

- middle-aged wormnen, filled the rows of

plasti¢ chairs in the auditorium of a
teachers’ college. In the course of two
days, nineteen people——blacks testifying *
in Xhosa and ccloreds-in Afrikaans—
told of killings and torture: Amos Dy-
antyl, a middle-aged civia leader from
Worcester's black township, described
bemg given electrical shocks, th:ough
wires in his anus and attached to hig
neck. Then, he went on, “they took an

instrument like a jackhammer, withs -

sharp iron points, and used it there.” He -
stopped and reached for z glass of wa—
ter. “T afn sorry, 1 apologize for my ex-
pression of emotion,” he, said. By that

. time, most of the audience was in tears.

“It has takén it off of my-heart,”
Mzikisi Mdidimba told mes after testi-*
fymg ahout bemg tortured at the age of
spxeeen. “When I have told stogies of iy

life before, afterward I am crying, wery-

mng, cmng, and felt it was not fimished.
" 'This tirne, I know what t%lf:}rve done to
me will be among “these people and.all
over-the country. X still have sofne sort
of aying, but also' joy inside.” Qutside

¥

occasional BV VAE

the Worcester heariﬁg,_ Virginia Nu-
zuko told me that she, like most people
there, knewrevery witness. “VWe come t8 4

hear the history of our pcoplc she said,

“White people in that time did flot see ‘

s a5 persons. We know now we are

PEI'SOHS

F BEAT Latin-Americdn victims
¥y wantedmjusnce in a. court of -
law, with real prison cells for murderers
and torturers—was rejec:ted by almost
every AN.C. official 1 spoxe with a‘s
smacking of “Nuremberg,” vengcancc
and- “retribution.” Virtually all the vic-

- tms of abuse who have come before the

" Truth Commission have not asked_for
prosecution. Neediwe Mfeti, testifying
about the dlsappcara.nce of her hushand,
Phindile, in Fast London, said on the
second day of: hearings, “All T want is .
the security Pohcemcn to give me back
the photograph they took away twenty
years ago. And if there is a part of his
body, gven a bone somewhere; to give -
it back to me so I can give him an hon-
orable burial.”

Forgomg rettnibution, however, seems

" to be easicr for policymakers or for

those who have gone through the in-
tense experience of testifving before
Tund's commission than it is for most
ordinary black South Africans. The -
politicians, intellectuals, and private;
scnool or foreign-educated blacks now
naming their salaries in the. corporate

world have amiple reason to defend the -

miracle of theis new state. The average
citizen, on the other hand, for whom
htde has changed, is not necessarily
mﬂmg to placate whites 2t any cost. He— )

cently, I went with a Zult-speaking in- «

terpreter-to Durban’s township of Um-

lazi, a hilly jumble of matchbox shacks -

with chickens pecking in the dirt yards
and 2 few middle-cl omes with the
ked in front.
Umlaz; is where Griffiths Mxenge lived.

His house, shown to me by its new tesi<

 dents, was picer than most—with 4 -

* sloping roof instead of the usual. ﬁat #

one, several rooms, and a covered ga=

' rage—but-it was no mansion. It had a
hot plate for a stove, and there was no
" refrigerator. The neighbors were enthu-
siastic about the Trath Commission

(the area is an, A.N.C. stronghold) - and

followed it on: TV, But when T asked ifr '
they agreed W]lth the idea of h:admg Jus— B

tice for truth they all said the same

¢ Diamini, 2 young woman wearing thick

“thing: “Let’s have both.” Norwhlanalaq‘”

glasses, who was helping her mother

wash. clothes in 2 bucket next door to
the'Mxenge house, said, ‘Td tell the

comurission to investigate and hang the
killer.” The neighbors all Wanted o re- -

store the death penalty.

The politically savvy, however, Icnow '

* something that the people of Umlazi do

not; that in the judicial system only 2

few victims wonld find true justice.

“The reality is that the vast majortity of

the South A'&Icm people dow’t have ac-:. " . S

cess 10 justice,” Brandon Hamber, a re~

searcher at the Center forthe Study of  'Z ﬁ

Violence and Re{:on{:lhatmn Says.
South Africa’s justice system, a mar-
vel of efficiency and faimess by African

standards, has. been stretched-to the

breaking point by a.crime wave-that, as.
in other countries, has accompanied the
transition to democracy. Prosecutors

staged a work slowdown recently-to. -
protest their low pay. Police protection .

ous apartheid-éra cases, “everybody
knows” what happened, but conclusive
evidence is lackmg Few crimes left a

paper trail. “We always planned our op- -

A DIFFERENT ‘KEY

- for witnesses is inzdequate, In numer-

The m@zmﬁmnal—mxg‘if movie of

the year is “Shine,” an Australian

_ Jilm based on the life of David
Helfgott (right), whose career as a |
concert pianist was shattered by a
mental breakdowm. The fifm, which
caused & semsation af Fhic year’s
Sundance Festival, apens in New'
York and Los Angeles on Novem-
ber 22nd. and bas already propelled. .
the forty-nine-year—old viriuoso back
to the brink of international Promv
nerice. An American recital four is -
Planned for 1997, which means that

" audiences will have fo prepare them- -
selves for a performer who gets up
ﬁom the keyboard from fime fo time
to grve lHsteners a bug. Helf; Jgott,

" who has dew[aped bis own eccentric-
way with language, had just one:
word fo say about the ﬁlms an[y
stightly fictionalized dramatiza-
tion of bis lifer “Brilliantissimo!”

- Phorograph by Tim Bouer - -

HEADPRESS COURTESY. OF WHO WEEKLY AUSTRALIA




st

erauon's ;o leave: no tracki; * Didk Coet=

. zee says. The A_rmy dehberately de-
- stroyed: doc:umerits that gould connect
. -officers with critnes. Wmhout docu-

_meénts, proving thé involvement of

’hlgh%pups must depﬁnd on the testi-

‘many-of underlings whose careers as

o murdazcrs make them easy to dlSCI‘Cdlt .
" in eourt.. In add1t1on the pohce rou-

tinely. drop investigations and lose evi-
dertce to protect their co]leagues

T asked Dullahl Omar why the po-

lice hadnt been purgcd “When 1 was
" named ]usnce Minister I dids’t know
~where the Ministry was—I had to look

in the phone'book,” he said. We kpew
fothing abouf what was géing on. A
large part of the first year was get’cmg to,
know: who's who. Then we. had o keep'

* things. going Theére_has.been an .up-.

. SWing in cume, and we didn’t have the

Juury of sweeping pebpie out: Slowlv,
the poljc
involves the communities.” At the'mo-
ment; about z thousand pohcemen are
under investigation for corruption. -

The difficulty of prosecuting apartheid-
era crimes was made painfully obvious

. early last mionth when Magniis Malan,

who was South Africa’s Defense Min-
ister from 1980 to 1991, was acquitted-—

along with fifteen other defendants—

of massacring: thirteen people. Malan
was alleged to have authorized a pro-
gram that trained Inkatha fighters to

form an anti-A.N.C. death squad— _

e will be pu_rged m a way that .
“a blow to the Truth Commission, there -

a “third force” behind the “black-on-
black” violence that has killed fifteen

"thousand since 1984 in KwaZulu-Natal

and is still gding on. The third force was
a brilliant stroke on' the partof apart-
heid officials, since it allowed them to

- get blacks to do the dirty work against
" the AN.C., and at the same time to
shrug their shoulders and tell the world -

that blacks were simply ungovernable.
Acc:ordmg to the indictment, the mas-

sacre was ordered because the newly -
* for amnesty, its most ambitious mission

trained killers were bored; the victims,

'seven of whom were children, were not

the intended targets. It was strong stuff,

-but not strong enough to reach Malan.
In the end, the judge said there was no

doubt that the soldiers were trained. at
a government base, but he felt that the
state had not succeeded in directly link-
ing Malan and the other defendants 1o
the crime. .

Although the acquirral of Malan was

have been convictions in other trials,
like that of Eugene de Kock, and more
trials are in the works. In late June,
twenty-two policemen sent a letrer to
the cormission admitting responsibil-

“ity for twenty infamous unsolved cases.
In late October, former Police Com- -

mussioner Johan van der Merwe laid the
responsibility for the bombing of the

headquarters of the South African g

Council of Churches in 1988 {for which

AN.C. soldiers had been blamed) on

* former President P.'W. Botha himself,
‘More Vlakplaas officers have ‘sought
amnesty, and a few A.N.C. officials are -
also coming forward: the current De-

. fense Minister, Joe Modise, Has an-
" nounced that he will apply for amnesty,

After van der Merwe testified, Alex

*Boraine said, “This is the start of the

river that will become a foed.”

NO matter how many apartheid-era

criminals tarn to the commission

_1s to change the way white South ‘Afri-
cans think. And this may be more dif-
ficult than Desmond Tutu would like to
belfeve, A day I spent talking to whites

at Fourways, 2 syburban Johannesburg

. shopping mall, revealed the problem.
" Two people I polled had never heard of

the Tyuth Commission. Two others ex-
p_re_ssed enthusiastic support, and said
that the hearings were showing them
shocking new aspects of the old regime.
On the other hand, “General Malan
- wouldn't give orders to kill someone un-
%less he had a good reason,” said Mis.
- Cecile Smith, of Sandton, 2 housewife
shopping with her two daughters. “The
Truth Commission puts whites in a bad
light, and I feel I'm not to blame for
what happened in the past.” Ardy Van

. Huyssteen, from Johannesburg, a man

in his thisties sitting with his baby
davghter, said, “A lot of money is be-
ing wasted crying and screaming. It’s
not bringing back lives. I was a
victim, too—I had to go into the
Army against my will. 'm not
standing there crying. The black
man feels we owe him some-
thing just because his skin is
black.” John Dawson, of Johan-
nesburg, a man in his fifties sit-
ting with his wife, noted, Apa.r‘:—
heid is still here, only now ir'sf
reversed:” And he also cha:gcd
. that the testimony is unreliable:
“Black intelligence is not that good
that they can remember things that
happened six or seven years ago.”
Tt seems clear ‘that unless
Truth Commission hearings are
held ar their kitchen tables dur-
ing dinner, whites will find some
way to shut the information out.
Some South Africans I talked
to felt that white racism is worse
than ever. Whites feel ‘d]rf:atencd



READENG, MACHADO

The barren frangipani branches uncurl their sweet threat - -
out of the blue. Mgrc echoes than blossoms, they stun the senses
Lke the nocturnal z;&’iagnoﬁa, white as the pages I read,

with the prose printed on the left bank of the page

and, on the right, ;lthe shale-like speckle of stanzas

and the seam, likeia strearn stitching its dwn language.

The Spanish geniug bostling like thistles. What provoked this?
-The pods of a dryl season, heat rippling in cadenzas,

black ruffles and the arc of a white throat?

Thesé are all echoef.s, all associations and inferences,

the tone of Antonie Machado, even in translation,

the verb in the em:ith, the nouns in the stones, the walls,

all inference, all echo, all association, . o

the’ blue distance of Spaih from bougainvillea verandahs

when white flowers sprout from the branches of a bull's horns,
the white frangipani’s flowers hike the white souls of nuns

that move like ponigs under pine trees in the auturnn mountains,

home; and country to throw ﬁ_imself
on the amercy of his enemy. That kind

- of wrenching break can shatter Jife-

long views. . .

"The purpose of the Truth Commis-
sion’s public hearings is to help all
South Africans recognize their complic-
ity if apartheid~—group therapy for- -
forty-one million people. The report the -
commission will publish at the end of
its tenure will b}: a comprehensive look
at the pattern of human-rights viola-
tions ard the events that contributed to -

~ them. Since Americans have long known

so much about apartheid’s crimes, it’s

" hard for us to believe that South Afri-
* cans need 4 truth ‘commission to reveal

them. But even some middle-class blacks -
} met said that they hadi't known the

il pictire untd now. And it had been

a5y for WhItes 10 deliberately look away. -
__1he aparthieid propaganda machine.
was so strong that some whites could

“indeed clain they didn't know,” Bran-
don Hamber says. “But it's more that the
‘abuses were known but they had lost

onions, and rope, the silvery bulbs of garlic, the creak

of saddles and fasi;[ witer quacrelling over clear stones,
rooted and stunted as olive trees, these heat-cracked stanzas,
all inferences, all echoes, associations.

r the new ciime wave, by South Afri-
’s lirnited attempts at affipmative ac-
on, by the ides that their jobs and
xuries are nio longer assred.

Dirk Coetzee, for ondg is still bitter.
ven before he was indicted, he had
wted to resent the ANC When he
turned to South Africa, he was given
ob in the National Intelligence Agency,

it he wanted to be a policeman again, -

d not-some sort of spy. The govern-

ent, hé said, had ignosed his sugges-
ms for purging the police. He rented
s house, his car was subsidized by the °

vernment, and he couldn’t even af-
rd to buy a new battéry for the celt

ione that he, like every other member

South Africa’s élite, possesses. It was
«d-morning when I visited him, and
setzee seemed Inno hm@ytogotowt)rk
Coetzee said that he had spent the
ars sirice Vlakplaas frying to make

Ezen_ds.\ ‘1 have feelings of guilt, em--
for all of .

rrassment, and hurniliafion
bur especially the murders.” He has
en going around to policemen, and
zing them to apply for amnesty. And

has apologized. “My greatest fear
s meeting a relative ‘of & victim we
led,” he said. When that finally hap-

]
i

—DEREK WALCOTT

pened, it was on the-set of 2 Batish TV
program on which Coctzee was appear-
ing with Fumbatha Mzxenge, one of
Griffiths” brothers. Coetzee extended
his hand, and Mxenge shook it. “Which
I'm grateful for,” Coetzee siid. (Chur-

context.” Violence against blacks was
Justified as necessary to maintain order.
“People need to see the human cost,” -
Hamber explains, “the woman who .
says, “The police came in and broke my
sewing machine.” It's the small stories
that have gone missing.”. ‘

The Truth Commission- hearings
could Be more effective than tials m

chill Mxenge told me, “We can’t accept ~shwing Now apartheid Worked. ~1he

his apologies, and he knows it.”)

- Coetzee’s motives have always been
ambiguous. In his unpublished memoir,
he says that he defected to avoid taking
the rap for Mxenge’s fmurder. But he

told e that leaving South Africa was -
an act of conscience. And, despite his ‘

often répeated remark that he was ready
to stand trial, the indictment infusiated
him. “Durihg the years of apartheid, 1
was used by the Nationial Party, and
now I am being used by the democratic
AN:C.-led government,” he fumed to

a reporter. N

" Jacques Pauw, the journalistwho ini- -

tiated Coetzee’s defection to the ANC.,
doesn’t trust Coetzee’s repentance. “He
knows he’s supposed to say T sorry,”
but there is a difference bemreezﬁhat and
realizing that what he did was-wrong,”
Pauw says. But many others I talked to
disagreed. For reasons base or admi
rable, Coetzee left his family, language,

problem with trials like Nuremberg is -
that ordinary Germans could say Tt was.

- all them, ”.Charles Villa-Vicencio, the

commission’s reésearch director, sdys.
“‘wm&m
of all levels to acknowledge their guilt.
There are different levels, bt the b;a;?
stander 1s still part of it.”

" Perhaps the crowd mn the mall willbe  «

touched by months of televised confes-
sions from policemen who sent mail
bombs that killed six-year-olds, poisoned
clergymen. opposed to apartheid, and-
hacked the arms off their torture victims.
Or perhaps not. Shame is a rare and pre-
cious thing. “You cannot legislate repen-
tance,” Desmond Tt says. “That is whee
faith comes in.” The Truth Commission -
is likely to inspire moge genuine repen-
tance than any other approach yet tried,
but it will still reach only a small portion
of apartheid’s criminals and bystand-
ers. More will take a second miracle. ¢
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