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Research Assignment:
This assignment (8-12 pages double-spaced), an investigative research essay, asks that you investigate a particular social or ethical problem (of your choice), drawing explicitly upon and properly citing secondary sources such as scholarly publications and news media. You may adopt a neutral, informational voice, take an advocacy position, or balance personal narrative with secondary sources (ex: Claudia Rankine’s Citizen). In any case, you must engage with various voices and sources on the subject, as well as take a position on the social problem and develop a convincing, well-reasoned argument.
All research essays should have a short history/background section that introduces the topic as well as the previous research that has been done regarding it. In your research for this essay, you should consult at least ten academic sources, such as books and journal articles. In addition to secondary sources, you also have the option of drawing upon other popular media sources (newspapers, magazines, documentary films), interviews, and personal testimony. Wikipedia, because of its uneven quality, is not acceptable as a source (although it can serve as a valuable starting point to discover a bibliography of relevant sources).
Students will briefly present their topics to class in the final weeks of the semester.

After receiving feedback on your research draft:
Read professor’s comments and revise the final draft of the paper. 

· Pay special attention to your professor’s comments regarding sections of your argument that need more development (of your own ideas or by incorporating evidence you’re your argument)

· Pay attention to your professor’s comments about the organization of the paper.
· Re-read your own paper. Revision is more than correcting mistakes; take a fresh look at your work and be willing to change or replace specific words or sentences, move sections around, or cut sections that are repetitive or extraneous.

· Double- and triple-check for spelling, grammatical, and syntactical errors (capitalization and punctuation).

· Make sure to include your completed works cited page in MLA format.

