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Topic: The Effect of a “Frontierless” Society on Minorities and Immigrants
Our first content-based discussion board for this semester deals with the topic of your primary source document analysis of “Significance of the Frontier in American History” and the prologue and first chapter of our monograph Not Like Us: Immigrants and Minorities in America, 1890-1924. Be sure to fully read all of the instructions and the rubric for this assignment. This discussion post should be written using the MLA format for writing, so think of it as a mini-paper and use the MLA Guide found in the Content section of our D2L classroom. 
Discussion Question: In Not Like Us, Roger Daniels writes, “The notion of a closed frontier, however ambiguous that may seem to us today, was a powerful influence on contemporary minds, persuading many that growth and opportunity would be more limited in a frontierless society.” (45) Part 1: What was the effect of this “frontierless” society on minorities and immigrants? How does the end of the western frontier relate to the treatment of minorities and immigrants in the Gilded Age? Part 2: Think about recent events in the United States. What limits growth and opportunity for immigrants and minorities today? 
Instructions:
1. Compose a 350 word minimum to 500 word maximum response to the Discussion Question. 
2. Use the book Not Like Us: Immigrants and Minorities in America, 1890-1924 and the textbook, including the primary source document “Significance of the Frontier in American History,”  to support your answer. You MUST use the book Not Like Us to get full points for the Part 1 Content section of the rubric. 
3. You are required to incorporate ONE additional source for this discussion board. It can be one of the lecture videos for the course that you have watched or another academic source. Examples of this are: newspaper articles (can be online), information from an academic website (.edu or .gov websites, stay away from .com websites unless it is a newspaper or credible magazine), academic journal, book. If you are not sure if your source is appropriate, ask me. 
4. You are required to use THREE references or direct quotes from the sources listed in #2 and #3 above. Use in-text parenthetical MLA style citation for these references/quotes. 
a. For the book Not Like Us, this will look like: (Daniels, 45) but insert the page you are quoting/referencing. 
b. For the textbook please use the following method for citation so that I can more easily find what you are referencing: (“The American Yawp, Chapter 18, Section II) but insert the chapter and section you are quoting/referencing. 
5. You are required to provide end references for all sources used. Think of this as a Works Cited page for a paper, only you do not need to add this as a separate page, but rather to the end of your post. The end references should be in MLA style format. 
6. You are required to include a critical thinking question for your classmates to consider along with your discussion response. Leave your reader with something to reflect upon and respond to. This can relate to either Part 1 or Part 2 of the discussion prompt. 
7. You are required to respond to TWO of your classmates, addressing the critical thinking question that they posed. Each response is required to be a minimum of 150 words. 
8. See the rubric below for grading criteria. 
DUE DATES:
Your response to the Discussion Question is DUE SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 AT 11:59 PM.
Your responses to TWO of your classmates is DUE SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 AT 11:59 PM. 
Grading Rubric:
	
	20 points
	15 points
	10 points
	5 points

	Quality of Response- Part 1
	Exceptional response that addresses all points of Part 1 of discussion prompt with a high quality critical thinking question posed to classmates. 
Uses Not Like Us to support response. 
	Good response that addresses most points of Part 1 of discussion prompt with a good quality critical thinking question posed to classmates.
	Fair response to prompt or fails to address all points or Part 1 of discussion prompt. 
OR
Critical thinking question is too general/does not require critical thinking.
	Poor response that fails to address Part 1 of the discussion prompt. 

	Quality of Response- Part 2
	Exceptional response that addresses all points of Part 2 of discussion prompt
	Good response that addresses most points of Part 2 of discussion prompt
	Fair response to prompt or fails to address all points of Part 2 of discussion prompt. 

	Poor response that fails to address Part 2 of the discussion prompt.

	Requirements for Response Met
	-350-500 word response
-3 in-text citation references in correct MLA style
-complete end reference(s) in MLA style
-critical thinking question
-total of three sources, includes Not Like Us as a used source
	-4 out of 5
	-3 out of 5
	-2 or less out of 5

	Follow-Up Responses to Classmates
	-2 150 word responses to classmates
-both responses address the critical thinking question posed by classmate
-no grammatical errors in responses
	-One response is less than 150 words OR responses fail to address critical thinking question posed by classmate OR many grammatical errors in responses
	Only ONE 150 word response OR both responses less than 150 words
	

	
	10 points
	8 points
	6 points
	4 points

	Grammar
	Clear evidence of proofreading and/or grammar check with NO grammatical errors
	Evidence of proofreading and/or grammar check with few grammatical errors
	Lack of evidence of thorough proofreading and/or grammar check with several grammatical errors 
	No evidence of proofreading and/or grammar check due to excessive grammatical errors

	Submitted on Time
	On Time submission of 350-500 word response to discussion question
	
	Submitted 1 day late
	Submitted 2 days late 
(No points given for 3 or more days late)




