U.S History
Book Review Instructions
You have been asked to compose a book review outline and a book review in this class. This sort of assignment requires you both to report the main arguments and evidence of a book, AND evaluate the book’s arguments and use of evidence.
Most book reviews are written using the following format:

Thesis: a clear identification of the author’s main point.
Development: the manner or the main evidence by which the author proves the thesis.

Critique: the strengths and weaknesses of the book, especially as it relates to the thesis and development. 

Additional Information:

Thesis: The thesis is the unifying principle of the whole book.  It is the central argument that the author intends to unpack and prove.  Although most good authors make numerous arguments in a history book, there is typically one central, defining idea that ties everything together.  You will need to identify and thoroughly communicate the author’s central thesis in your own words.  If you find a sentence that you believe directly identifies the thesis, that’s fine!  However, do not merely put the thesis in quotes.   You must use your own words.
Development: The development is how the author goes about elaborating upon and backing up his thesis.  Here is where you identify the historian’s use of sources.   Here also is where you consider the conclusions the author draws from the sources he is using.   Although you will need to summarize the major points made by the author as you describe the book’s development, you will need to go beyond merely reporting what the author says and moving into the realm of analyzing. Consider the nature of the historical evidence used.  Consider the organization of the book.  Consider the topics addressed, as well as the topics left untreated.

Critique: The critique is an evaluation of the book’s thesis, use of evidence, organization, overall effectiveness, and contribution to the study of history in general. It is NOT about whether you like the book or not. Avoid “I” statements. In your critique, you will consider whether a particular point of view (normally a neutral necessity) and/or a particular bias or prejudice (normally an avoidable negative) shaped the author’s arguments and use of evidence.   You will also consider whether the book is well-written and useful for the student, the general reader, or only the advanced specialist. Does the author prove her thesis? What may be missing from the argument or evidence? Does the author reveal any biases? These are just a few sample questions to help you think through the criticism section. You will cover all questions listed here and you probably ask some of your own.
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is utterly unacceptable and will result at least in a zero for this assignment, and potentially a failure in the course and a report to appropriate authorities.  Any sort of cutting and pasting or presenting someone else’s work as your own is plagiarism.  

Quotes: Of course you will be using quotes from the book to back up your ideas.  However, make sure your paper uses quotes sparingly, and only when the author’s particular words are useful to cite in your paper.   It is usually better to rely on summarizing (in your own words), because that demonstrates to me that you really do understand the material, and it allows for a smoother reading experience.  

Taking Notes: Take many notes while you read, and as you take notes and think through what structure for your paper will best serve your purposes, you will discover the best structure.  

