St. Augustine

Personal History  (from “Chronology” at beginning of The Confessions)

354  Born on Nov. 13 in North Africa

370  home for a year while Father saves for his education (Book II)

371  Begins to live with a woman, whom he loved and was faithful to (age 17)

372  Son Adeodatus is born, Augustine’s father dies, Augustine becomes a Manichee

373  Reads Cicero’s Hortensius, his desire for wisdom awakes (age 19)

384  Begins studying Christianity as a catechumen in the Catholic church, 

385  Monica arranges a marriage for Augustine to an underage girl (age 10-12), 
Augustine is required to dismiss his lover (of 14 years) and wait a 2 year engagement period.  Unable to wait, he finds another lover to satisfy his desires until marriage.
386  Conversion experience in the garden  (marriage plans are dissolved, life of celibacy)
391  Ordained a bishop

Major defender/protector of the church against heresies


writes against Manichees, Donatists, Pelagians, and Arians

397   Writes The Confessions
408  Attacks by German Visigoths begin on Rome / Roman Empire 
413-426  Writes The City of God (argues that Rome is being destroyed as punishment for its sins, not because it believed in a false god, as many “pagans” claimed)

430  Augustine dies as his city was under siege by the Vandals


(somehow his more than 100 books, 240 letters and 500 sermons were preserved)

Augustine’s view of salvation history (God’s saving plan for the whole world)
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The Disorder of the Human Soul in Sin
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Disordered by sin, the order of the human soul, is no longer an “image” of God, 

The soul becomes merely a false “imitation” of God 

· a “parody of omnipotence”


· a “parody of freedom” 

The sinful soul is now ruled by many rulers – the passions – these tear apart the soul

Disorder thus produces more disorder

- a “disintegrated self” 

- a disordered human society.

In the sinful human soul, reason is “ruled” by the passions 
the will becomes “enslaved” by them, 
( reason alone is not enough to heal these spreading divisions.

Christ is needed, the original wisdom and order of the universe.

Christ heals through his humility – willing to become as lowly as to suffer & die as a human

Christ cures the sin of our pride when we tried to make our human selves into gods.


Augustine’s Confessions begins with the following first paragraph—his very famous opening prayer to his work:

Great are you, O Lord, and exceedingly worthy of praise, your power is immense, and your wisdom beyond reckoning.  And so we humans, who are a due part of your creation, long to praise you—we who carry our mortality about with us, carry the evidence of our sin and with it the proof that you thwart the proud.  Yet these humans, due part of your creation as they are, still do long to praise you.  You arouse us so that praising you may bring us joy, because you have made us and drawn us to yourself, and our heart is unquiet until it rests in you.
Trans. Maria Boulding (New York: Vintage Books, 1997), 3.
