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Sex industry threats China’ national health 
					Introduction 
The term ‘sex workers’ refer to both men, women, as well as transgendered individuals that receive financial payments or goods in exchange for sexual favors or services. Fundamentally, these individuals knowingly define their activities as income creating even when they never consider sex work as their profession. Broadly, the terms ‘men,’ ‘women,’ as well as ‘transgendered’ people in the essay include sexually active teenagers. A social problem refers to a socially recognized condition, which a segment or part of the community perceives as detrimental to its members and which needs to be rectified. For instance, while others view sex work ‘prostitution’ as a social problem, others may consider it just like any other work. Therefore, it has become gradually evident in many countries, such as China, the country devotes itself shutting down sex industry because that role of commercial sex is central in increasing and supporting social problems such as HIV/AIDS epidemics. In the Chinese society, the level of HIV prevalence among the general public is estimated to be 0.06 per cent, with the number of new infections increasing each day. Generally, even though China is experiencing low-prevalence levels, the epidemic is still rising, with major regions encountering increased number of epidemics. Consequently, studying the sex work landscape in China can help people better understand that why prostitution severely hurts Chinese’ national health.
			Sex Workers in Historic Times 
	In china, sex work was considerably common in major trading towns during the late nineteenth epoch and early twentieth era.  During the year 1949, when the communist regime assumed power, the congress demanded for the closure of all the brothels in China. In addition, during this time, a number of female rehabilitations and treatment places were built, where majority of the sex workers were held. During the period 1955, there increased national campaigns agitating for moral values, and reproaching sexually transferred diseases as well as sex work (Tucker et al. 121-129). These campaigns contributed to the abolition and criminalization of sex work, leading to widespread closures of brothels. 
These actions further contributed for national wide control and eradication of almost all the sexually transmitted diseases by the year 1964 (Pirkle, Soundardjee and Stella). It also contributed to high economic trajectory, leading to increased movement of people by 1978, and especially between rural to urban places. Subsequently, owing to the increased prospects, high tourism, and greater tolerance to sexual behaviors, an increased sex working environment flourished. The enabling environment in China also prompted the increase of commercialized sex in the country.  Principally, the increasing economic prospects of the Chinese societies worked as the chief driver behind the emergence and spread of commercial sex industry. It is this industry, which has cultivated an increased number of Chinese and immigrant sex workers. Equally, the growth of sex work industry in the country has continued growing significantly over the time, with most recent developments being witnessed over the last two decades.  
The projected number of female sex workers was approximately 25,000 in the period 1985 to nearly 6 million people in the year 2000. The United States’ state department report on China projected that in the year 2001, there was almost 10 million sex workers in China (HIV and AIDS Data Hub). However, more recent statistics report higher estimates of Chinese sex workers.  The epidemics among the Chinese female sex workers are considerably diverse across the nation and its provinces. In china, sex work has been mainly predominant within the coastal parts of China, including China’s coastal provinces. Within the urban regions of Guiyang as well as Xingyi, the estimated number of female sex workers is 17,500 and 2,500 respectively (Pirkle, Soundardjee and Stella), reflecting a 3.4 and 3.6 per cent of the urban female populace. 
In China’s main towns, including Shanghai and Beijing, the number of sex workers comprise of majorly migrant populations from high-risk areas. The projected number of sex work consumers stand at about 17.7 million in Beijing and 37.4 million in Shanghai (Lu et al). Importantly, there are exists different groups or types of sex workers. These workers also originate from different social and economic strata of the Chinese community. One major category of these workers includes sex workers who work at high-end settings, including places such as private launches. Thus, majority of sex workers in the country are able to obtain customers in places such as entertainment joints, clubs, as well as private establishments in China. Additionally, new and emerging forms of sex services are coming up, including call girls as well as sex service through the internet, cars, or renting rooms; therefore, making the response more puzzling. 
Today, the sex industry in China is becoming increasingly based in brothels as found in other Asian countries. A more recent brothel-based study on sex work in the year 2000 established that three commonly used employment arrangements exist within sex work landscape. These arrangements help in governing and directing the economic as well as the social relationships between managers and the sex workers. The well-recognized arrangement includes work and housing because most of the workers undertake business outside their cities or hometowns in efforts to conceal identity and maintain anonymity.  The next arrangement is a type where the employers are given earnings by sex workers. These employers in turn help sex workers with daily basic needs, including clothing and foods. The last arrangement includes ‘free-agents’ whose work is to manage workers. 
In the present Chinese society, sex work has particularly become more transient in nature. Most of the sex workers are normally based in hotels, saloons, massaging parlors, restaurants, as well as many other modern-time establishments. Moreover, street-based form of sex work is also on the rise, even though, it is usually done on a short-term basis (due to fears of harassment and incarcerations by the police). A large segment of these sex workers come from the lower socio-economic areas, with the goal of earning and saving as much as they can to help and feed their families. Some of these sex workers are forced into the profession perhaps to obtain sufficient income to establish businesses. The average monthly earnings of these workers usually vary from US$50 to US$80, depending on the place, city, and client. 
The other important population of these workers includes male workers.  Majority of the male workers serving male clients are commonly known as ‘money boys or yazi’ in China. However, there are little to none statistics on men sex workers within China. The absence of these statistics is perhaps due to the political as well as cultural restrictions in the Chinese society. Other reasons could include self-denial and marginalization within mainland China. Hence, the population and number of men sex workers in the country are largely unknown; however, projections range from 4.9 to 24 per cent, with most of these workers staying and working in the cities. Men sex workers may have both female and male clients. A survey by Cai et al ( 15-20) conducted in the cities of Qingdao and Beijing reported that approximately 44 per cent of the respondents studied identified themselves as homosexuals, another 44 per cent as bi-sexual, while the remaining 12 per cent as heterosexuals. Another study performed on 394 male workers in the city of Shenzhen indicated that about 25 per cent of the respondents identified themselves as homosexuals and over 70 per cent had sexual encounters with both men and women (Cai et al. 15-20). 
		 Sex Workers threat China’s social&national health
Sex work draws diverse controversies and continues to elicit mixed reactions both for legal and public policy experts in China, raising important questions regarding  social relations. In China, though sex work is not considered as being a criminal conduct, sex workers are arrested and detained regardless of what let them into engaging in commercial sex. Moreover, the government of China has sporadically enforced a number of anti-sex work laws through its different agencies to try to vanish this industry, including the police. Several crackdowns have been undertaken over the years, arresting both sex workers as well as brothel managers, with one of the most intense crackdowns happening in the year 2010 (Huang and Pan 1067-1079). It is therefore, evident that sex work is a social problem in China because of the accompanying phenomena that threats to China’s national health, including sexually transmitted diseases, corruption to the populace's cultivation , and organized crimes. 
Sex work is also seen in China as a social problem because it often endangers the health and welfare of sellers, consumers, and the society in general due to the spread of sexually transmitted diseases. Over the decades, the partial triumph of China’s anti-sex work efforts encouraged punitive as well as vengeance-based approaches to this type of work, where most of the individuals involved in it have been perceived as deviants. 
According to Wang et al, sex workers are about 13 times more prone into contracting sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV compared to the general population in China. Wang et al explains that this group of people are at increased risk because of high chances of being economically susceptible, unable to negotiate regular condom use, and often encounter violence, banishment, in addition to criminalization. 
Furthermore, sex activities and related works in China are fundamentally illegal and outlawed undertakings as formulated and contain in the country’s constitution, particularly the 1992 Women’s law and other national legislations that have been put into place (Jolly and Ying). The Chinese government and authorities usually makes use of a traditional strategy approach in executing and applying severe laws and bylaws against sex activities, with the purpose of thwarting or obliterating high risk behaviors. Therefore, based on these laws and any other restrictions in force, most of the sex workers in China are subject to many administrative penalties such as fines, long-term detention, incarceration, as well as warnings. 
According to Article 358 of the People’s Republic of China criminal laws, any person found to be guilty of engaging or compelling a woman into having work may be sentenced to an imprisonment term of between 5 to 10 years (Settle et al.).  According to Settle et al, the maximum sentence was afterwards amended to include a death penalty by the year 1991 following the China’s decision in fighting against prostitution. Settle et al also underpins Article 359 of the Chinese criminal rules, which clearly outlines that any individual that gains or takes advantage, accommodates, or even invites a woman for sexual activity may be punished for a maximum of 5 years in jail. China’s constitution, especially those laws that forbid prostitution, criminalizes people who may organize others for the purposes of sex work and those using minors below 14 years for sex activities. All these offenses are also punishable by a death penalty for those found guilty in China. 
Under China’s Administrative Punishment Act, the law allows for the detention and prosecution of both sellers and buyers of sexual services. Under this law, the punishment for offenders is 15 days in detention and a fine. Some of the offenders are also taken for four years in-rehabilitation centers as well as labor camps. According to statistics, each year at least 40,000 to 50,000 women are held under detention and taken to labor camps or rehabilitation centers because of selling sex.  According to Choi, about 300,000 of women sex workers in China are currently incarcerated. 
More recently, China’s laws have also included sexually transmitted infections as well as HIV prevention awareness because of the increase in unprotected sexual encounters. Another law that is commonly applied in China is the Frontier Health and Quarantine Law. According to this law, sex offenders can be jailed for about 6 months to 2 years. In addition, it states that those that consciously contaminate other with sexually transmitted diseases are also subject to charges and imprisonment terms. 
Trends in this industry particularly point out that the industry is growing and there are chances of its participants experiencing increased chances of HIV infection. In the year 2005, estimates projected that about 127, 000 HIV infected sex workers and their clients living in China (Parry 257-336). According to Yang et al (292-303), the incidence of HIV as well as other sexually conducted infections among sex workers and their consumers has been on the rise, with higher chances of disease spread than in the general Chinese population. 
In addition to HIV and STIs, sex work in China has also contributed to family violence, which has been a major cause of sex workers among women. Remarkably, the increase in sex workers has also led to family violence and breakups. It is also important to note that this is how sex workers threat social health by interacting and associating with other women in the society. In most cases, they may meet in social paces or other social setups, for instance, in the salons where they may engage in discussions, convincing others into sex work as a job. In China, a good number of married women have fallen into this trap, forcing families many families to disintegrate. In this regard, sex work acts as a major social problem in China because it contributes to societal suffering and lose of important social fabrics, which hold members together. For instance, it may lead to increased stress among people in the society, especially in places where families have been broken up, contributing to high risks of mental disorders among the population.
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