Homce Gree el ”jff Jou are: abl HD

and pay for one.in the East, very: el

if not, make one i the broad and fertile
West!” I tis exhoriation fo go.west,
Greeley did not speak i men alone. Many
women, and 10t just widows, Tieeded fhe

call. The: Flomestead Act of 1862 allowed -

wrtmartied women and fenle Weails of

heuselnlds 1o clmm Free land. Many did:

The mumiber of wornen establishing home-
stends in the West ranged from 5 percent
of homesteaders in fhé earlij settiements
 to more.than 20 percent.after 1900,

" Among the women howesteailers’
were Clar arid Mary Troska and their
two cousins Helen and Christine Sovinek,
who headed to North Dakota. “Mary,
Helen, Christine and I pagked: ovr-suil-
cases,” Clara wrote. ! fook.wny mandoiin,-
Christine took hers and her rifle. .

We were on. our way 4o Mmo_t Ymmg '

womier like Clara between the ages-of
kwenty-one anid twenty-five constituted
the largest percentage of women- (53 per-.
cent) taking up claims in the Dakotas.
Like Christine Sonnek, who took her man-
dolin along with her rifle, homiesteading
women prepared to enjoy their new en-
wironment despite its challenges. Their
letters, diaries, and reminiscences reveal
not only the hardships they faced but also
the sense of promise that lured them west.
Adventurous, resourceful, and exuberant,
many of these young homesteading women
seemed to relish thelr experiences.
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DOCUME T 1 )
- The Varled Ac’cwmes

of a Woman‘Homesteader ‘_3{ s

Dakofa homesfeader Becs Cobb : Iettu*

toa ﬁzemi revedls.the optimism and”

high spirits that energized the young
woinien who filed homesteading clatms.

Supposeyou giﬂé are savmg '-“'p'oof

Bess” and feeling dreadfully sorry for
me out here'in-the wild and wooly
uncivilized. reblons of America, But

really time just seems to fly. I ‘haven’ :

done half T had plalmed andTam
afraid wiriter will be here before we
areteady for it. T've sewed s0me, .
done:a little fancy-work and lots
of darmng and meridingbut most
of my time has been spent out of -
doors digging in ihe gardenand .
riding. . .. You cansée a team miles,
away—up cone valley we:can see fest

miles, up to the Cannon Ball river— .

so when any one starts.to our shack,
if we see them in timié wecan comb

-our hair, change our gowns and get

a good meal in running order before
they arrive. You see Dakdta has some
redeeming qualities. Wish yeu could
come out, but I suppose you think']
am too far away. 'have the neatest
little shack I've ever seen and “my
crops” are tip top. I know you would
enjoy our camp life for a short time,

Source: “Excerpts from a letter written
by Bess Cobb, Guide to Manuscripts

: ._Lucy Galdtharpa ayoung school
__teacher came from Towd fo Dczkoia i

her sirvival-during the winiter anid

_ 1364, State sttorgcai Society, North L
: Dai(ota Heritage Center, Bisthardk,” from

pages 4041 i Land in. Her'Own Nmne

Werhen as Homesteaders in North Dakots bv :

H. Elaine Lindgren.. Copyrlght 1996,
Reprinted WJth permission of Univérsity

" ... -oF Oklahoma Press.

DOCUMENT 2
“7 A Hard Wmter--

1905, Heére she describés o' reporier.

contrasis her childhood faidtasios wzth |
hamesfead realzﬂ/

Tﬁer_e.-Were'_z'naz;y long,cold days AT

anid nights in my lttle homestead - -
shack that winter! The wafls wete
only single board thickness,.covered
with tar paper on the outside. I'd
spent money sparingly, because T
didn’t have much, but Thad sworked
hard all during summer and fafl in -
anceffort to winterize the structure.

Following the pattern used by many S

of the settlers, I covered the interior
walls with a blue building paper.

. Bverything was covered, including

the ceiling, and the floor. To help
seal.out'the cold I'd added layers

of gunny sacks over the paper.on -

the loor and then the homemade
wool rugs I'd shipped from home.

. Regardless of what 1 did the
cold crept in through the thin walls.
With no storm entry at the door and
only single windows my littie two-
fid laundry stove with oven attached

‘to the pipe had a real struggle to

keep the place livable. .

A neighbor family retuming
to their claim “from the outside”
brought me fresh vegetables. They
were such a prized addition te my
meals that T put the bag in bed with

i RS s e



me at night to keep them from freez-
ing. Night after night { stored food
and my little alarm clock in the stove
pipe oven; that was the only way 1
could keep the clock running and be
sure of a non-frozen breakfast.

Fach day brought new, unexpected
challenges and at times I wondered if
I'would be able to stay with it until
the land was mine. Could any land
be worth the lonely hours and hard-
ships? The howling wind and driving
snow, the mournful wait of coyotes
searching the tormented land for
food did nothing to make the winter
any more pleasant. . . .

Ag a child [ had enjoyed hearing
my father tell of the hardships of the
early days. They seemed so exciting
to me as T listened in the warmth
and security of our well built, fully
winterized Towa home. Like maost
youngsters I'd wished for the thrill
of those other days. Little did I think
thiat an opportunity for just that
would come through homesteading
alone; f_ar out in the windswept, un-
settled land. Believe me, it wasn't
nearly as glamorous as the imagina-
tion would have it!

Sourck: Roberta M. Starry, “Petticoat
Pioneer.” Excerpt from page 48 inThe
West 7, no. 5, October 1967. Copyright ©
1967. Reprinted with permission.

DOCUMENT 3
Socializing and Entertainment

Homesteading wasn't all hard times.
Young, single homesteaders found time
 for fun. Here Effie Vivian Smith describes

a “shack party” during the winter of 1906
* on her Dakota claim.

I never enjoved myself better inmy
life than I have this winter. We go
some place or some one is here from
1 to 4 times a week. A week ago last
Fri. a load of 7 drove out to my claim:
Cli#f, Clara, David, and.l had gone
out the Wed. before and such a time as
we had. My shack is 10 feet 3 inches
by 16 feet and 1 have only 2 chairs:and
a long bench for seats, a table large
enough for 6, a single bed, and only
3 knives so 2 of themn ate with paring
knives & 1 with the butcher knife. We
had two of them sit on the bed and
moved the table up to them. . .. We
played all the games we could think
of both quiet and noisy and once all
but Clara went.out & snowballed.
They brought a bulshel] of apples, &
a lof of nuts, candy, & gum & we ate
all night. . ..

We Tave just started a literary
society in our neighborhood. Had
our first debate last Fri. The question
was Resolved that city life is better
than country life, All the judges de-
cided inthe negative. . ... Tomorrow
our crowd is going to a literary [soci-
ety] 6 or 7 miles from here, and the
next night to-a dance at the home of

" one of our bachelor boys. We always

all go irour sleigh. [ am learning to
dance this winter but don’t attend
any except the ones we get up-our-
selyes and they are just-as nice & just
&is respectable as the parties we used
to have at Ruthven [lowa), Tiust love
todance. .. .

Sourcs: H. Elaine Lindgren, “Letter to
her cousin, written on January 9, 1906."
Fiom pages 17778 in Land in Her Qwn
Name: Women as Homesteaders in North
Dakota. Copyright © 1996 University

of Oklahoma Press. chrmted with
permission. .

DOCUMENT 4
Homesteading Pays Off

Homesteading proved rewarding for
many women, niot only economically
but also because of the sense of accom-
plishment they experienced. Here Theona
Carkin tells how fhe sale of her Dakota
homestead helped finance her university
degree,

Life in general was dotted with haxd-
ships but there were many good
times also. I have always felt that my
efforts on my homestead were very

- worthwhile and very rewarding, and

I have always been proud of myself
for doing it ail.

By teaching off and on ...
and upon selling the homestead, |
was able to pay all my own cellege
expenses,

Souren: “99-Year-Old U Graduate Recalls
Farly Childhood.” From page 5 in Alumi
Review, fune 1985, Published by the

University of North Dakota, Grand Forks.

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS
AND DEBATE

. 1. What sorts of hardships did the

young women-homesteaders
encounter in the Dakotas?

2. How did their youth affect how

" they reacted to hardship?

3. What did the young women find
particularly appealing about their
experxences as homesteaders?

4. What did they wish to convey
aboul their experiences?

S_;‘l

How did homesteading benefit
women who chose not to remain
on the land?
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