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Introduction 


The importance of spatial scale has concerned ecologists for many years. This has been in the area of ecological processes as well as patterns, and related complications posed by scale in understanding the ecological mechanisms. Though there are many advantages in considering scale, available literature review shows the rarity of multi-scale experimental studies. This is however despite the amount of studies conducted that focuses on scale as a primary factor. The study will focus on scale as a lurking variable in influencing the relationship between two or more variables usually not considered as scale-dependent (Wiens 1989). 

Statement of the problem


Scale is important in ecology in determining how patterns and processes are perceived as they affect our ability of explaining and predicting. The study will therefore argue for the need to focus more to multi-scale experiments as central instruments for investigations in ecology.
Literature review 


A lot of literature on spatial scale has have portrayed it as a factor that complicates and frustrates efforts of understanding the natural processes (Levin 1992, Whittaker et al.2001). However, although scale-dependence sometimes confounds our understanding efforts, studies tend to show the need of emphasizing on the importance of scale towards enriching experimental ecology. Huffaker (1958) showed the power of a multi-scale experiment in revealing and explaining scale dependent patterns in ecology. Though the importance of scale pre-dates Huffaker’s study (Erickson 1945), it did not attract much attention until the 1970s (Wiens 1989). Ecologists have since then come to see the importance of spatial scale to ecological processes and patterns, although there has been little experimental work as opposed to observational (Wiens 1989, Levin 1992).

Conclusion


As a result, a lot of ecological experiments have used implicitly used scale or not at all but the paper will advocated for an explicit consideration of scale in resolving some of the long-standing discussions especially where scale is changed from a lurking variable into a working variable.
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