Response 1 

Perniece Williams 

Title: The Death of Socrates
Artist: Jacques Louis David
Year: 1787
Place of Origin: Metropolitan Museum of Art
Medium: Oil on Canvas
 
The Death of Socrates is all about that of self-sacrifice. David painted Socrates in the middle to draw your attention straight towards him. He then paints Socrates hand outstretched and a contempt facial expression as if he's ready to receive his poison while, what seems to be family and friends, surrounds him with the look of grief on their faces. In the background, David paints an onlooker waving goodbye as he walks up the stairs as if he was not emotionally prepared for what was about to unfold. The neoclassical movement is filled with themes of altruism and valor. Jacques David's The Death of Socrates clearly demonstrates these characteristics and is a prime example of dying for your beliefs. In today's world, we all value heroism and self-sacrifice. Everyone strives to be modern day heroes that show acts of selflessness. Also, in our contemporary society we fight for what we believe in. Standing up for our beliefs today is emulative of the ideals and values held during the neoclassical era.
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Response 2 


Janet Glover
Title: The Stolen Kiss
Artist: Jean-Honoré Fragonard
Year: 1788
Medium: Oil on Canvas[image: ]
Style: Rococo
The Rococo movement originally started in Paris and spread throughout the world in the late 17th and early 18th century. Some common themes are scenic parties, joyful and playful subjects, and suggestive romantic imagery. Jean-Honoré Fragonard was one of the Rococo movements most creative artists.
The Stolen Kiss explores the theme of passionate moments grabbed in a fleeting moment. This style was very popular before the French Revolution. The use of blended brushstrokes creates very expressive and realistic details. Fragonard also shows the playful nature, ornate decoration and explores the theme of secretive romance (The Stolen Kiss, 2015). A Stolen Kiss represents human nature and depicts our inherent fascination with forbidden love affairs.
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