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Hello everyone! My name is Rachael and I am 24 years old living in the Pittsburgh area. I am majoring in human services/social work. I have been going to school on and off since I got out of high school, and things kept preventing me from finishing. So this time, I am in it for the long haul and do not want to put it off any long. I'm a little over halfway done finally, and eventually want to get my master's degree. A little about me: My boyfriend and I recented purchased our first home in January, we have a dog and a cat and recently got a puppy, and on top of that I recently found out that I am pregnant. So there is A LOT going on in my busy life at the moment, but that's how I like it so I'm excited for all the new adventures coming my way!

A social problem that I have noticed in my area would be a major increase in drug abuse. A close friend of mine actually recently went to rehab in another state because staying in the Pittsburgh area while attending rehab was too difficult because there are too many ways to relapse. It is common now to see people downtown looking to score heroin. Hearing of an overdose or car accident because of drug abuse is becoming all to common to see on the news and it is heartbreaking. There are several new programs coming up to raise awareness and prevention. The local radio stations are doing funraisers for rehab facilities and families of those who lost loved ones to addiction. Law enforcement has also been cracking down, I am hoping that all these new programs along with education in schools and law enforcement becoming more strict will detur the use of heroin and other drugs in my city, but the struggle with addiction is a hard one to overcome.


Response 2 

Hi Everyone,
My name is Heather and I am working on my degree in Psychology. I am currently a director of nursing at a loca hospital. I have been a nurse for 11 years and am looking to expand my passion into potentially another area of nursing. I am really interested in forensic nursing. This is my first stepping stone to be able to move down that path. I have always been fascinated by forensics, evidence collection, profiling, and solving crimes. Any role I can play in that to help our community would be an awesome opportunity. 
A problem or issue that I see arising in our community is separation. The division of our community and how that is causing a breakdown in how we interact with one another. Humanism is fading fast with this division. Racism, sexism, and homophobia are causing so much strain on how we come together as a nation to stay strong against adversaries. People are using power positions to take control over certain sects of our population and taking away our basic human rights. I believe that if we could just come together and agree that everyone has differences, but if we learn how to embrace those and unite, we will become the most powerful nation. I have learned over the past couple months being exposed and introduced to a few diverse populations by choice that I continue to have alot to learn. I have learned that we have alot in common and my "opinion" of certain people was only  based on fear. I continue to have a strong feeling toward protecting our country and that will not change. However, I have learned to open my eyes to the possibility that media and others in higher positions can be wrong we should make up our own conclusions about others through interaction. We may learn that we are more similar than different.

