	ESSAY/PAPER RUBRIC
	Exemplary

4
	Proficient

3
	Progressing

2
	Does not meet standards

1

	Focus

 The thesis is clear, fully developed, insightful, and it clearly and effectively responds to the

prompt/assignment
	* My thesis is clearly stated and it is

   fully developed in the essay. (It acts as 

   the central controlling idea in the 

   essay.)

* My thesis is insightful and it clearly

   expresses my point of view about the

   topic 

* My thesis effectively responds to the

   prompt/assignment
	* I have a thesis

* My  thesis statement acts as the main

   point that all paragraphs work to

   support. 

* I answer the prompt/assignment 

   adequately
	* My essay has a thesis that I try to  support, but

   my point may not be immediately clear to the

   reader

* My thesis statement either needs minor 

   rewording or it’s misplaced

* I partially address the prompt/assignment
	* I don’t have a thesis.

* My thesis is superficial

* My thesis does not address the

   prompt/assignment

* I overuse plot summary



	Structure

Organization
The ideas presented in the essay are clearly and logically organized in relation to one another and to the essay’s focus (thesis).
	* My introduction includes an 

   introductory device which leads into a

   thesis statement.

* My conclusion not only wraps up the

   essay but offers food for thought 

* Each paragraph begins with a topic

   sentence which supports the thesis and 

   introduces the paragraph

* My topic sentence is supported by 2-3

   evidences  and each evidence has a

   developed explanation

* My transitions between paragraphs and 

   sentences are smooth
	* My introduction includes an 

   introductory device and a thesis

    statement

* I have a conclusion that wraps up the 

   essay

* The information in each paragraph 

   addresses the topic sentence and thesis 

   and is organized accordingly.  

* I provide transitions between

   paragraphs and sentences.
	* My introduction needs to be reworked

* I don’t have an introductory device

* My conclusion needs to be reworked

* All my paragraphs don’t begin with a topic

   topic sentence

* I don’t give enough evidence to support

   my topic sentence and it is not explained

* I provide few transitions between paragraphs 

    and sentences


	* I don’t have an introduction

* My conclusion is unrelated to the essay’s

   thesis and topic and/or it needs revision to

   address the importance of the thesis.  

* My body paragraphs need reorganization. 

   I move back and forth between ideas,

   rather than focusing on one supporting

   point fully before moving to another.  

* I do not use transitions.

* My ideas are not ordered clearly.



	Evidence (support) &

Explanation
Each body paragraph has a clearly stated topic sentence that is supported by evidence (examples, facts.)
	* My evidence supports my topic

   sentence.

*  All  my evidence is specific and  fully

   explained  to effectively demonstrate

    how the evidence supports the thesis. 

*  I provide 2-3 evidences for each topic

    sentence 

  
	* Each of my  body paragraphs provide

   specific evidence to support the topic 

   sentence and  the thesis.  

* All  my support is developed and 

   explained.

* I may be lacking a few evidences
	* I have sketchy evidence

* My evidence does not support my topic 

   sentence

* Not all my paragraphs support my thesis 

   statement and I veer off topic  

* The paragraphs may need some development

   to make it clearer how the evidence supports 

   the thesis and/or to fully explain the evidence.


	* I have very little evidence  

* The evidence needs more development.

* The connection between the writer’s 

    claims and the evidence is unclear.

	Conventions

 Spelling, grammar,  capitalization, 

punctuation, indentation and appearance
	* My writing has no major errors in:

   spelling, grammar, capitalization,

   punctuation and indentation

* My paper is clean and legible
	* My writing has 1-3 major errors

* My paper looks  decent
	* My paper has 4 major errors 

* My paper is hard to read
	* My writing has 5 major errors

* My paper is impossible to read


      Essay Scoring:       16 to 14.5 = A        14 to 12.5= B           12 to 10.5 = C           10 to 8.5 = D       8 or under = F

