The Place of English
We want you to write about the place of English in the secondary school curriculum.
We would like you to draw on:
Your experiences and observations during SE1
Your reading of policy – both at a national level and at a school level (in the form of documents such as departmental handbooks)
Your own views of what English is, and what it is for.
Reading
MOSS, J (2014) “Which English?” & “Battles for English” in Davison & Daly (4
the ed.), together with some of the following policy documents (extracts all available on
Moodle)
 Revised Code (1862)		 Forster (1870)
 Newbolt (1921)		 Norwood (1943)
 Bullock (1975)			 HMI (1984)
 Kingman (1988)		 Cox (1989)
[bookmark: _GoBack] QCA (2006)
Taking English forward: the four Cs
Interrogating policy
 What views of English are represented in these texts? What is missing?
 What are its underlying assumptions, about English and about education?
 What do you know about the period when this document was produced? What else might you want to know?
 What can you discover from the documents about the debates that were going on at the time?
 What connections can you see with current policy?
 What connections can you see with current practice?
 Did anything surprise you about the document?
The writing task (1500 words, indicative length)
Drawing on your knowledge of policy and practice, now and in the past,
Write about the place of English in the curriculum.
What place does English occupy?
Why is this, and how might it be differently imagined in the future?
