
A Long Way Home

Chapter 3, 4 & 5
Chapter 3: Survival
Reading Comprehension Questions
1.  Why did seeing dead bodies in the river make Saroo feel sick? Use a direct quote from p. 64 to answer the question. How does his revelation at the river affect him? Explain your answer.
2. “Self-pity was a deep well that if I once fell into, I might never get out,” (p. 68). What made Saroo think this? Cite specific examples. Do you think this was a thought from young Saroo or adult Saroo? Why? 
3. On p. 69, Saroo states that he and the other hungry children “were like wild dogs fighting over a bone.” He also makes other references and metaphors to living like a dog. What are two other examples of this in Chapter 3? Cite the examples. Why do you think Saroo makes this connection with dogs if he dislikes them so much? 
4. What does Saroo mean when he says, “Even if home was the same, I was different,” (p. 73). Use a cited quote or a cited paraphrase from Ch. 3 to support your response. 
Look up the definition of “cost-benefit analysis” (CBA) and write it down in your own words. How did this concept help Saroo survive on the streets? Cite your examples. How does CBA connect with the last sentence of Ch. 3? Explain your answer. 

Chapter 4: Salvation
Reading Comprehension Questions
1. On p. 82, Saroo states that “being tricked had taught [him] a lesson.” What was the lesson? How do you know this was the lesson he learned? Use examples from the text to support your answer.
2. There have been studies suggesting that poor people are more giving than wealthy people because they know what it is like to have nothing. Find two examples of poor people helping Saroo, cite them, and then explain why they are good examples.
3. Why do you think Saroo brings up the “Stoneman” murders on p. 87? Google the incident and write a short summary of it. How do you think this knowledge affected Saroo as an adult?
4. On p. 86, Saroo mentions that there are “a hundred thousand homeless kids in Kolkata,” and that there were “too few officials [to help] and too many kinds [that needed helping].” Then, on p. 90, he learns that even though he was only a lost child, he was taken to a “juvenile detention center [that housed] problem children of any and all kinds.” Why do you think he was taken to a children’s prison instead of an orphanage? How is this incident linked to his revelation on p. 86?
5. Write a short comparison [similarities] and contrast [differences] of Liluah and Nava Javeen. What were some of the positive and negative aspects of each place?
Describe the “new world” Saroo is exposed to after agreeing to be adopted. What were his initial thoughts of Australia and his new parents? What were his thoughts and feelings about learning English?

Chapter 5: A New Life
Reading Comprehension Questions
1. Why do you think Saroo was “cautious and reserved,” (p. 106) instead of “alarmed or anxious,” (p. 106) when he first met the Brierleys? Support your answer with cited evidence. 
2. What events in his past made Saroo afraid of the dark (p. 108). Cite the events and explain them.
3. Saroo begins Ch. 5 with a lengthy comparison of his life in India and Australia. Describe a few of the similarities and differences. Cite them.
4. In your opinion, why would the local Indian Cultural Society dislike the Brierleys and Saroo (p. 112)? Do you think they would have changed their minds if they knew his history? Why or why not? 
5. Compare [similarities] and contrast [differences] Saroo’s arrival in Hobart and integration into the Brierley family with Mantosh’s arrival and integration into the family? What happened in Mantosh’s past that made him act the way he did?
Google the phrase “let sleeping dogs lie.” What does this phrase mean, in your own words. Why do you think Saroo uses this phrase to end Ch. 5? Do you think this line foreshadows [warns of] an event later in the story? Why or why not?


