GOVT 342 Diplomacy  							Take-home Mid-term Exam
Spring 2021
Due date: May 1.                                                            Name _____________________________________

1. Choose one (1) of the following two assignments (20points)

1-1. Conduct your own (Foreign Policy) analysis of the North Korea Nuclear Crisis.  What would be the strategic interests of the four parties involved (China, South Korea, North Korea, and the United States) and possible diplomatic options and diplomatic solutions. 

1-2. Pretend that you are a Chinese diplomat in Korea.  Write a diplomatic memo to your own government on the visit of US top diplomats to south Korea and the 2+2 joint statement by US Secretary of State and Defense Secretary with their South Korean counter parts.  (News on March 18, 2021 – joint statement attached)


2. Diplomatic correspondence: write two letters 1) a letter of complaint and 2) letter of reply in the following case situation. (20 points)  * sample letters are attached. 
 
On Bastille Day of the Ambassador for France in Venezuela hosts a celebration.  Along with other foreign diplomats and senior officials from the Venezuelan government, the Ambassador also invites ten prominent dissidents and critics of the Chavez Government.  

A letter of complaint: You represent the Ministry of Foreign Relations of Venezuela.  You are offended that France has invited these dissidents to their party.  You write a letter to the French embassy protesting their decision.  You have to decide on what to protest: invitations, or the French having relations with the dissidents. 

A letter of Reply: You are the French Ambassador.  You write a letter explaining your decision to invite the dissidents.  You have to clarify on your intent and purpose to defend your act. 

3. Write a post-conference review after participating in the talks by the Ambassador of Afghanistan and the Ambassador of Italy who are visiting George Mason University Korea respectively on April 19 and April 28. (you can also join these events on-line).  Based on your observation, write a short essay no more than 150 words about the role of diplomats and the purpose of diplomatic mission in a foreign country. 
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