2. Why did some Africans choose to participate in the trans-Atlantic slave trade? In supporting your answer focus on the period from 1440-1600 and provide context for the origins and expansion of the trans-Atlantic slave trade in that period.
In 1453 when the Ottoman Turks captured Constantinople, Europe was cut off from its main source of slaves and was left with sub-Sahara as their main source. At the same time, at around the 1440s, Portugal had a sophisticated sea power that facilitated the movement of many African slaves to Europe, marking the first shipment of what came to be a four-century trans- Atlantic slave trade. In the late 15th century and 16th century, the sugar trade expanded to the new world as Caribbean islands, and the Bahamas were conquered. Faced with labor shortage and challenges with Indian slaves' susceptibility to diseases, African slaves were the best alternative, expanding the trans-Atlantic slave trade (Morgan, 2005). However, given the negative consequences and harsh conditions that African Slaves went through, a major question remains why some Africans chose to participate in the transatlantic slave trade. 
The first reason some Africans decided to join the trans-Atlantic slave trade is the already existing trans-Saharan slave trade that facilitated the Atlantic trade (Morgan, 2005). Trans-Atlantic found an already well-established market which made it easy for Africans to participate in the trade. In an article showing the historical origin of slavery, Morgan shows that the ethnic fragment of sub-Sahara Africa made it possible to participate in the slave trade because few states could prevent opportunistic African Chiefs or merchants from participating in slave raiding. The authors also show that a lack of a well-established religious or political unity meant that Africans lacked a sense of African-ness, which is why Africans were willing to sell fellow Africans (Morgan, 2005). A journal article titled West Africa's Discovery of the Atlantic by Robin Law narrates how West Africans reacted to the earliest Portuguese in the mid-15th century. According to law, West Africans were already using canoes which facilitated the trade, providing a means to move inland and bring more slaves (Law, 2011). 
As the slave trade became established, there was an environment of extreme insecurity outside and within the local communities. Individuals began turning against each other even families or neighbors, and they did all this to protect themselves. Europeans were using trickery and manipulation, and with the state of insecurity, different people felt that they needed to trade slaves for guns and other iron weapons (Nunn and Wantchekon, 2011). Europeans also entered into strategic alliances with leaders and states to extract slaves. For example, an excerpt from Nzimba Mbemba to Portuguese King João III in 1526 asked the king to end the slave trade. Portugal and Kongo had entered the trade relationship in the 1480s, but the Portuguese had made the slave trade extremely important. The king had realized that the trade was not benefiting his kingdom as agreed but only depleting its people (Excerpt of letter from Nzinga Mbemba to Portuguese King João III). Through such experiences, Nunn and Wantchekon argue that the differences in trust levels within Africa affected the people to date. 
Through the evidence presented above, it is clear that Africans facilitated and participated in the trans-Atlantic slave trade. First, it was their way of life under the trans-Sahara trade, second slave traders took advantage of the existing trade routes and canoes; and lastly, Africans joined the trade as a means of survival for protection and exchange of goods. The effects of trans-Atlantic trade have since shaped the world in many ways, including defining racial relationships and the progression of capitalism in the modern world. 
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